Discovery Lecture Series - The Seven Churches



Programme #2 - Ephesus 



#�DESCRIPTION�SCRIPT

�NOTES���Title: Ephesus�Good evening and welcome etc. The theme for our lecture this evening is Ephesus and we are returning to����Map Selcuk & District�the town of Selcuk in western Turkey to look at some more of its fascinating sites.����Map Selcuk Spotlight�If you look more closely on the map you can see a little symbol and the name Ephesos, showing the location of this ancient city.����Postcard map of Ephesus�Ephesus is the largest and best restored of the cities of the Seven Churches,����Library of Celsus�with some of the best restoration work being carried out by a German team over a hundred years ago, though work is still continuing.����Spotlight on Ephesus�It is also the first of the seven churches which John wrote to����Rev 2:1 & candlesticks�in the second chapter of the book of Revelation.����Ephesus leaflet�We’re going to go on a tour of the ruins, following the maps and instructions in this excellent guidebook which you can buy on the site.����Postcard map of Ephesus�We’re going to start at the top end of Ephesus, and when I say top end I should point out that the whole city is built on a slope. It winds up from what was once the harbour area, up the side of Mount Pion.����Roman Baths Ephesus�As we enter the site from the upper entrance we pass the old Roman Baths on the right hand side. Bathing, like many aspects of Roman life, was communal.����Top end of Ephesus�The Romans believed in good civic facilities which everyone could share, and the bare minimum for their own houses. Not a bad idea, though we seem to be going the other way today.����Pile of pipes & Odeon�A bit further down we see evidence of their civilised way of life. This pile of pipes has been excavated. Whether they were drain pipes or hot water pipes we don’t know, but they look very much like the pipes we use today don’t they? Behind the pile of pipes you can see the Odeon. Odeons were like small versions of theatres, but they had one major difference, Odeons were usually covered, while theatres were open.����Basilica Ephesus�Next to the old Odeon are the remains of an old Basilica built during the reign of Augustus.����Town hall�A bit further down we come across this building, which as we can see from the sign, is the old Town Hall of Ephesus. This is interesting for us as Bible students because this is where the town clerk would have had his office. Now the town clerk comes into the story of Paul in Ephesus as we’ll see a bit later.����Acts 19:1-5�According to Acts 19 (note verse 1) Paul found some followers of Jesus in Ephesus and told them about the special gifts that the Holy Spirit was giving.����Street in Ephesus�These early Christians received the gifts of prophecy and tongues and we’re told that Paul stayed with them for three months.����Acts 19:8-10�Notice that he preached to them in the synagogue (note verse 8). It is possible that these early Ephesian Christians had been converted from Judaism and simply used their old synagogue as a church. But Paul met with some opposition and they had to move their meeting place to the lecture hall of Tyrannus.����Town hall�Maybe that was a room a bit like the one we’re in now, and maybe it was here in the Town Hall. We don’t know for sure.����Map of top end of Ephesus�Further down the road we find an arch from what was once a magnificent fountain.�Number 7 on map���Fountain of Pollio�This was built by Sextillius Pollio, about the time that John was writing the book of Revelation.����Street with walls and columns�Further still and we come to a structure which, in its day, dominated the city of Ephesus.����Temple of Domitian�This is the temple of Domitian. Now remember that Domitian was not a Greek or a Roman god, he was just an Emperor. But Domitian wanted his subjects to think of him as a god and he forced them to worship him.����Temple of Domitian (side)�Domitian took the “Cult of the Emperor” as it was called, further than any previous Emperor, and it may be that this temple was the first temple ever built for an Emperor rather than a god.����Museum of inscriptions�The Christians wouldn’t worship Domitian of course, and many of them were imprisoned and put to death for standing up for what was right. After Domitian died they sabotaged his temple and today it is used as a museum, housing many old inscriptions which have been found in Ephesus.����Curetes Street�This is Curetes Street, which links the upper and lower parts of the city. It used to be lined with statues of famous people����Curetes Street�and it is well paved with thick stones, to stand up to the heavy traffic which used to pass through Ephesus. You can also see that it had a drainage system similar to ours today. There would have been houses on the sides of this street and I wonder if it was in one of these houses that the Jewish priest Sceva lived.����Acts 19:13-18�In Acts 19 we read that Sceva had seven sons who tried to copy what Paul was doing in casting out evil spirits. They tried it on one possessed man who said “I know Jesus, and I know Paul, but who are you.” He then gave them such a beating that they ran out of the house and into the street, naked and bleeding.����Map of Ephesus�At the lower end of Curetes street we find some of the best preserved structures in Ephesus.����Temple of Hadrian�This is the temple of Hadrian, who ruled the Roman Empire about twenty years after Domitian. We know him best for the great wall he built in England.����Temple of Hadrian Sign�But notice how he cashed in on the “Cult of the Emperor”. After Domitian all the Emperors wanted to be gods and many more temples were built.����Mosaics on pavement�Just past here they are working to repair the beautiful pavement. This is made up of intricate mosaics, and I can imagine this pavement being outside some posh boutiques.����Ephesus map�We now come to the bottom of Curetes street and come face to face with the most dramatic landmark in Ephesus,�Number 19 on map���Celsus Library telephoto�the great library of Celsus. This was only restored about twenty years ago, with help from the Austrian Archaeological Institute.�sel sus���Library of Celsus�Originally it was built as a tomb for a chap called Julius Celsus Polemaeanus, who was presumably both very famous, and very wise����Library of Celsus�as there are statues inside representing wisdom and knowledge.����Library with hill & cloud�The facade is very grand, especially when seen against the rugged mountains behind, but it’s a bit disappointed to find that����Library in distance�it is only a facade. There’s very little behind it. Looking across the old market place, or Agora, we can see the library edgewise on. Notice how thin it was. I hope that the knowledge and wisdom of Celsus was not as shallow.�Left hand edge of picture���Postcard map�The library of Celsus is on the main corner in Ephesus and we’re going to turn that corner now and head down the other major street����Marble street in rain�known as the marble street. You do occasionally get rain in Ephesus, even in the tourist season,����Grid in road�and this old drainage channel in the middle of the road still does it’s job very well, considering it was first put in over 2,000 years ago.����Marble street�This is what the street looks like in the sun - much better!����Ephesus map orange�The marble street takes us across the front of the market and on to the great theatre of Ephesus.����Footprint etc.�But on the way observant tourists will see this sign on a stone in the pavement. According to one guide book this is to direct people to what is called “the house of love”. There is a picture of a woman and a footprint to point the way. (Joke - the rectangle could mean that the Ephesians took all major credit cards - by witty tourist guide.)����Ephesus theatre�The theatre is one place that you really can’t miss - unless it is closed that is!����Stage of theatre�It has been closed for restoration recently due to damage following a particularly energetic pop concert. It may still be closed today but you can still see a bit by peering through the entrance gates. This is the stage area and you can see the seats behind.����Theatre from distance�From a distance, looking up the Arcadian way, you get an idea of the size of the theatre. It is the largest theatre in Turkey and can seat 24,000 spectators. It’s also here that we come back to the story of Paul. Remember that Paul had been in Ephesus for a couple of years and had built up quite a Christian community. In fact the Christian’s were getting so strong that they were affecting the traditional religions.����Acts 19:23-27�In Acts 19 we read that it was brought to a head by a man called Demetrius. He was a silversmith and made his living, probably a very good living, by����Artemis statues�making and selling little silver statues of Artemis. Remember that Artemis worship was the traditional state religion. It was a way of life for most Ephesians and none of us like to change our way of life.����Artemis statues�Well, Demetrius got together all the other craftsmen who made their living from selling statues of Artemis. He also brought in the workmen from other related trades, and they had a big meeting����Theatre�in the great theatre of Ephesus. Demetrius was really furious and in his speech he blamed the whole problem on Paul.����Acts 19:23-27�“This fellow Paul is leading people away from our religious traditions” he said. “He says that man-made gods are no gods at all. This is going to affect our way of life, our incomes will fall. And Artemis will be discredited.”����Theatre Ephesus�And the theatre began to echo with a great shout, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians, great is Artemis of the Ephesians.” Paul wanted to go to the theatre and answer the people to their faces, but his followers wouldn’t let him. Eventually the city clerk came and defused the situation by telling them that they would have to press charges if they wanted justice.����Acts 19:27�Of course Paul was hardly to blame was he? He was just presenting the truth which Jesus had given to him. But most people don’t like the truth, especially if it upsets their way of life.����Artemision�Ephesus revolved around the temple of Artemis and if she was disturbed they might lose their way of life.����Column in Artemision�Interestingly, the temple of Artemis is now a total ruin. She never was a true god. I wonder how many people in Ephesus lost their eternal life because they were determined to preserve their traditional way of life.����Map of Ephesus�At the other end of Ephesus, the lower entrance to the archaeological site, we find some more recent ruins.����Path to Church of Mary�This church, the Church of the Virgin Mary, was built just about the time that Christianity became the state religion, around the beginning of the fourth century AD.����Sign about Church of Mary�There was an older building of some sort on the site, but the emperor Constantine, the first Christian Emperor had it converted into a church.����Tree in middle of Church of Mary�To see a church called the Church of St. Mary is nothing special today, but in the fourth century churches were only given the names of saints if the saint had actually lived in the area.����Diagram of Church of Mary�For this reason many believe that Mary came to live in Ephesus at the end of her life, possibly brought by John around AD 37 to 45. Remember that John was the one who Jesus asked to look after His mother for Him. (John 19:26,27)����Stork’s nest in Church of Mary�The church is in ruins today and is a rather sad and lonely place, being a bit off the beaten track.����Pope was here in Church of Mary�In 1967 Pope Paul the sixth visited the site and proclaimed that Mary had in fact lived in Ephesus. That proclamation has made the place sacred to millions of Catholics.����Flagstones in Church of Mary�I personally don’t consider places as such to be sacred. What is important is our own relationship with Jesus, and we can have that wherever we are.����Baptistery in Church of Mary�In one of the side wings of the church there is a strange hole in the ground and when you get closer����Tourist in baptistery�and actually go into the hole you can tell that it is in fact an early Christian baptistery.����John 3:23�Now our understanding of baptism goes back to John the Baptist who baptised Jesus. From the texts in the Bible we understand that Christian baptism����John baptising Jesus�involved the total immersion of the believer under the water.����View down into baptistery�That’s why early baptisteries were so deep. They had to be able to hold enough water for someone to be totally submerged in.����Matt 28:19,20�Baptism is a very important part of becoming a follower of Jesus. Jesus said that his disciples should build up his church by baptising all new believers.����Big baptism�And of course that is still happening today. In my own denomination, the Seventh-day Adventist church we have baptised on average, over one thousand people every day for the last four or five years.����View down into baptistery�And it’s nice to know that we still do it in the same way as it was done by those early Christians, nearly two thousand years ago.����Acts 2:38�Some people don’t think that the way you are baptised is important, but with such important things as the forgiveness of sins and the receiving of gifts from the Holy Spirit being involved with baptism, I don’t think we can afford to take chances.����Large font�There is also an old font in the church of St Mary, and of course we have to accept that later on some Christians did abandon the biblical practice of baptism by immersion.����Matt 3:16�But to me the evidence is clear and I think that the issue is important. Notice that Jesus came up out of the water, so presumably He was down in it when He was baptised.����baptise = to put under water�The word baptise tells us something as well. It comes from the Greek baptizo, which means to dip or to put under.����Romans 6:3�If we are only baptised by sprinkling we lose the meaning that Paul puts on baptism. He says that baptism represents us dying with Christ.����Romans 6:4�It represents us sharing in the death of Christ and then being raised up to a new life with him.����Baptism�You only get that symbolism by being baptised by immersion.����Well with grid�Of course it takes a lot of water and that’s why there is a well near the old baptistery in the church of St Mary. It still has water at the bottom today.����View down into baptistery�I wonder how many buckets they had to use to fill the baptistery! Anyway we’ll have a break now and in our second half we’ll be looking at some more sites on the outskirts of Ephesus.��������**�*************�************** INTERVAL AND QUIZ **************�*************��������Map - Spotlight on Selcuk�As I told you earlier, there are many fascinating sites around the town of Selcuk, apart from the ruins of Ephesus.����Map top end of Ephesus�Let’s have a look at a place which lies around the back of mount Pion, on the opposite side from the great theatre of Ephesus. This is where we find the Grotto of the Seven Sleepers.�Number 1 on map���Road to Grotto of 7 Sleepers�Mount Pion is covered in thick vegetation so we can’t climb over it. Instead we have to come all the way round by road.����Map of Ephesus�This is the road you walk along (point to green road at top of map) and it will take about ten minutes.����Sign to 7 Sleepers�The Grotto of the Seven Sleepers is actually a Byzantine necropolis,����Tombs�or grave yard as we would say. Only, most of the graves are not holes in the ground, but caves hollowed out of the rock, or built up with bricks. It is famous though, for something which is supposed to have happened here a lot earlier.����Boy in tombs�The young guides, who live next door, will tell you the legend as they show you around. Around AD 250, during the reign of Decius, a terrible Roman Emperor who persecuted Christians and put them to death, seven young Christian men were chased out of their homes in Ephesus.����Tombs through archway�Agents of the Emperor pursued them and would have killed them had they not hidden in these caves. Instead of searching through the maze of caves, the Emperor’s agents decided that they would just trap them inside, and they did this by walling up the entrance to the caves.����Big coffin with hole�The young men were not heard of again for the next two hundred years. But then there was an earthquake which broke down the wall which had sealed them in their tomb.����Museum information on 7 Sleepers�Miraculously the young men had all been preserved in a deep sleep, and as the wall broke down, they all woke up. Not realising that any time had passed, they made their way back to Ephesus to find their homes. But the city had changed. There was no one alive who remembered them and the city was now all Christian.����Six open tombs with boy�The legend says that the young men didn’t live very long after that and when they died they were buried in graves back in the cave they had come from. Later a church was built over the site and the legend has been handed down to this day. It sounds a bit doubtful, but then some “doubtful”����John 11:11-14�things happened in the Bible didn’t they? Jesus’ disciples were convinced that Lazarus was dead and yet Jesus said “he’s only sleeping” and raised him back to life again.����Arched roof and tombs�I’m sure that if Jesus wanted to He could have performed a miracle to keep those young men asleep for two hundred years and then wake them up again. With His power they could have been dead for two hundred years and He could still raise them to life again, as He has promised He will do when He returns.����Eccl 9:5�Some people have trouble with the idea of Jesus raising people back to life once they have died. They believe that when you die you go straight to heaven and that’s the end of it. But the Bible actually says that when you die you stay in an unconscious state.����Psalm 115:17�Death is just like being asleep in that you don’t know anything.����Job 14:10-12�According to Job, you don’t go anywhere when you die and you won’t be raised back to life until, as he puts it, “the heavens are no more.”����View towards Selcuk from grotto of 7�Interestingly, in 2 Peter 3:10, Peter tells us about a time when “the heavens will disappear with a roar”. That’s going to happen when Jesus returns to this earth.����John 11:25�And I suppose our questions about the Seven Sleepers will be answered then, because if they did exist then Jesus, who is the resurrection and the life, will raise them back to eternal life.����View from grotto�Whether the legend of the Seven Sleepers has any truth in it we’re not sure. But there is no doubt that the early Christians were persecuted and did have to hide in caves for their protection.����Tombs on hillside�Early Christian inscriptions have been found in the caves and it’s quite likely that some people were buried in these graves who had died through persecution.����Moslem graveyard�On the way back to Selcuk from the Grotto of the Seven Sleepers, you pass through this Moslem graveyard. It’s quite a thought that Jesus has said that when He comes again He will open the graves of all His followers.����View from Meryemena�Anyway, a change of scenery now, as we travel up into the mountains behind Ephesus. From here we can look down on the flat plain which, when Ephesus was at its height, was all sea.����Road up to Meryemena�We are on the road up to the little chapel of Meryemena.����View of Selcuk from Meryemena�On the other side of the road we can look down on the town of Selcuk and see the Ayasoluk citadel and the Isa Bey mosque.����Road on slope�If you just look at the map you might be tempted to try to walk up to Meryemena. Don’t.����Gateposts�It’s quite a long climb and all uphill.����Entrance building to Meryemena�As I mentioned earlier, legend has it that the Virgin Mary came to Ephesus at the end of her life, around AD 45 accompanied by the disciple John. This is backed up by the fact that early Christians venerated a little house near Ephesus as being the house of Mary.����People by pond�Then about 200 years ago a German nun named Catherine Emmerich had visions of Mary and of her surroundings at Ephesus. In 1891 some clergymen from Izmir followed the instructions which Catherine Emmerich had written down����Statue of Mary�and found the ruins of an old house here in the hills above Ephesus. A statue of Mary greets you on your way in����Sign about Meryemena�and a sign asks that you treat the place with respect.����Chapel�Pope Paul the sixth visited this site when he visited the Church of St Mary in Ephesus in 1967, and he proclaimed that the site was indeed the site of Mary’s house. Since then the popularity of the place has increased dramatically.����Priest�A priest is on hand to explain about the history of Meryemena����Entrance to chapel�and he encourages all visitors to go into the shrine which was built on the old foundations of the little house.����Tourist by entrance�It’s a tiny chapel and when you go inside it takes����Inside chapel�a while for your eyes to become accustomed to the light.����Altar�There isn’t much inside, just an altar with a few candles on it.����Sign�Whether the legend of Meryemena is true or not, there is no doubt that most Catholics treat it as a holy place.����Alter with 4 candles�Many of them come here to pray and to light candles.����Exit from chapel�The place is also held sacred by Muslims - Meryemena means “Mother Mary” in Turkish - and though for Moslems Jesus is only a prophet they have great respect for Him and His mother.����View of Selcuk�I’ve visited a number of Churches and shrines dedicated to Mary, some of them not as picturesque as Meryemena. As a Protestant it does worry me that so much respect is paid to Mary when I feel it should be going to Jesus Himself.����Rev 2:4�In the letter to the Church at Ephesus, in Revelation chapter two, Jesus criticises them for having lost their first love. I think that’s a danger we all face and we should guard against it by always putting Jesus first.����View of Selcuk�It’s best to visit Meryemena very early in the morning, because by about 10.00 a whole host of coaches arrive and the place gets very crowded.����Ephesus airport�If you want to do something a bit different you can hire a plane from the local airport to get some aerial photos of Ephesus. If you do then please send me one!����Aerial view of theatre�This is the view you’ll get, as seen on this postcard. You won’t be able to hire a plane on a Sunday by the way, as the local Moslems follow the majority of the tourists and have Sunday as their day off.����Rev 1:10�Now many people mistakenly believe that John received the visions of the book of Revelation on a Sunday. At the beginning of the book he says, “I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day.”����Mark 2:28�But in the New Testament, the Lord’s day actually refers to the Saturday Sabbath, which is the day on which all early Christians worshipped. That’s why Paul held his meetings in a synagogue in Ephesus.����Lord of the Sabbath = Lord’s day�Many Christians today refer to Sunday as the Lord’s day, but that’s not how it was in the New Testament. The Lord’s day was the Sabbath, or Saturday.����Tourist looking at relief map�Coming down from Meryemena gives us a good chance to explain about the silting up of the harbour of Ephesus.����Relief map�Over a few hundred years the sea moved further and further away from the city of Ephesus����Silted region�until it eventually found itself over a mile from the sea.����Distant view of Church of St. John�Our final visit this evening is to the Church of St John. This is a massive ruin on the slopes of the Ayasoluk hill.����Goat�This goat, tied up by the entrance, reminds us of some prophecies which crop up further on in the book of Revelation. We will look at them later in another series.����Sign�John was so highly honoured in this area that the Christian Emperor Justinian����Entrance to Church�built a church which, if fully reconstructed today, would be the seventh largest Cathedral in the world.����Entrance booth�You have to pay to get in, but it doesn’t cost much, certainly not enough to cover the cost of all the renovations which are taking place at the moment.����Tops of columns�There are hundreds of column sections covered in Greek writing waiting for someone to decipher and catalogue,����Sign with diagram�and even grander projects are under way. An American group of Evangelicals are raising money to have the building completely restored.����Restoration work�Quite a lot of work has already been done but I’m not convinced that it is the best thing to do. For a start, what do you restore?����Columns through arch�There was a little Church here before Justinian built the big one. The big Church was rebuilt and modified and converted into a Mosque in 1130. Later it was used as a Bazaar!����Paul VI was here�Not surprisingly Pope Paul the sixth visited the church as this little plaque tells us.����4 columns on skyline�He agreed with the theory that John did live here and was buried here. It was probably here that John wrote the gospel of John as well, probably after he wrote the book of Revelation.����Tomb with crosses�Certainly many Christians have been buried here over the years as we can see from this stone tomb, but we’ll come to John’s burial site in a minute.����Baptistery�As in the Church of Mary, we find a well preserved baptistery. It’s a good size.����Tourist in baptistery�In fact I wouldn’t mind having a baptistery like this in one of my Churches!����Old chapel area�There are a few places among the ruins where you can see evidences of the very early chapel. This is supposed to be the site of the altar of the first chapel, the one before Justinian’s.����Wall paintings in old chapel�And in a little fenced off area these wall paintings are being preserved. They are probably over a thousand years old����Wall paintings in old chapel�and have to be protected both from inquisitive tourists and from the sun. You’ll need to ask special permission to see inside.����Pot that John was boiled in?�Outside the small chapel is a large plant pot. Not very exciting, but remember that according to legend, the Apostle John miraculously survived being boiled in oil. Possibly in a pot like this.����Tomb of John in distance�This is the place that most people come to see. It’s not in the centre of the church but it is the most prominent feature among the ruins.����Tomb of John close�This is the site of the tomb of St John. Obviously it has been reconstructed and built up to take the traffic of tourists, but these slabs do lie directly over the most likely spot for John’s burial.����Tomb of John and plaque�A little plaque tells you that it is the grave of St John and a bit to one side is an iron grating����Tomb of John and grating�which bars the way down to the crypt itself. John didn’t fear death, as he makes clear in his writings.����Revelation 20:6�In Revelation 20:6 he writes about the resurrection which Jesus promised to the faithful.����Grating close�Wherever he was buried, there was no doubt in John’s mind that he would be raised back to life again. And he knew where he would be going as well.����Rev 21:2�Jesus showed him a vision of the new Jerusalem coming down out of heaven, like some great spaceship ready to carry His people home.����Stone coffin with animals�So we finish this programme where we finished our look at the Grotto of the Seven Sleepers. With a picture of the tombs being opened and the dead coming back to life - all this of course being done through the power of Jesus,����John 11:25�who is the resurrection and the life.����Title: Smyrna�Next time we will be having a complete change of scenery as we travel north to Smyrna.����Izmir waterfront�We’ll look at the modern city, which is now called Izmir, and we’ll probably have time to go on and have a����Logo: Discovery�look at the great city of Pergamum as well. It’s a programme you won’t want to miss and I look forward to seeing you then (state time and date). But until then, goodnight and God bless. (Pray if appropriate).���
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