Discovery Lecture Series - The Seven Churches



Programme #3 - Smyrna and Pergamum



#�DESCRIPTION�SCRIPT

�NOTES���Title: Seven Churches�Good evening ladies and gentlemen and welcome to the third of our lectures on the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse.����Title: Seven Churches List�Tonight we will be visiting two ancient cities, now located in Turkey,����Map: spotlight on Izmir�but at one time major cities in the Greek empire. These cites are Smyrna and Pergamum,����Title: Smyrna�and in our first half we will be concentrating on the city of Smyrna.����Tourist on road by airport�The ancient city of Smyrna is now called Izmir and it is here that many of the holiday planes fly in to from Gatwick airport. Izmir airport is a pretty modern����Inside airport�building, though like most airports it loses something of its charm at 4.00 in the morning which is when the cheaper flights arrive. One problem with arriving so early in the morning is that there are����Tourist hitching on road to airport�no busses or trains, just taxis who try to charge you as much as they can for the short ride into Izmir.����Rev 2:8-11�Now Smyrna is the second of the seven churches which John writes about in the book of Revelation. The message to the church in Smyrna talks about afflictions and poverty (verse 9), and suffering persecutions (verse 10)����Map with Izmir�but the city today is a bustling and thriving centre of commerce, being the third largest city in Turkey, after Istanbul and the capital, Ankara.����Izmir from Kadifekele�It is also a beautiful city. It is built round a natural harbour and has a long and attractive waterfront.����Map of seven churches�When John wrote the messages to the Seven Churches in the book of Revelation Smyrna was, in some ways, similar to how it is today.����Izmir from acropolis looking west�Even then it was an important centre of trade. It was under Roman administration and, unlike some other cities, was very pro-Roman. Evidently the cult of the Emperor was very strong in Smyrna.����Gold head of Atatürk�A man who is almost worshipped in Turkey today is Mustafa Kemal Atatürk. You find this statue of him near the bus station. He is famous for liberating the Turks from the Greeks just after the First World War, and establishing the modern Turkish Republic.����Smyrna: view of Agora�After the First World War ended, Greece, backed by Britain, invaded Turkey and they took the city of Smyrna on 15 May 1919. The Greeks continued to push eastwards and nearly reached Ankara before Atatürk began a counter offensive. On 9 September 1922 they retook Smyrna from the Greeks, and that day is now celebrated throughout Turkey as the national day of independence.����Izmir archaeology museum�Unfortunately, as the last of the Greeks were being driven out, the city caught fire and much of it was burnt to the ground. Whether this was sabotage by the Greeks or just an accident, we don’t know. But it had the advantage of leaving many open spaces on which brand new buildings could be built. This is one recently constructed building which is now home to Izmir’s Archaeological Museum.����Stone plant pot�It’s here that we get a glimpse further back into the history of the place. Many of the exhibits go back to Roman times but some go back much further.����Relief of beast�There were probably people living in this area soon after the time of the Biblical flood. Remember that the mountain on which the ark landed, mount Ararat, is in eastern Turkey.����Homer: British Museum�There are records of a settlement here as far back as the tenth century BC, and the poet Homer, the founder of western literature, was a citizen of this city before 700 BC.����Map of Lydian Kingdom�Smyrna has a long history of war and destruction. Its first occupants were the Aeolians, who were overcome by the Ionians, who were conquered by the Lydians from Sardis.����Alexander the Great on coins�The Lydians destroyed the city and it lay in ruins until Alexander the Great re-founded it in the 4th century BC. Alexander is pictured here on a number of different coins.����Izmir waterfront�We’ll be mentioning the Greek and Roman history of the city in a minute but let’s first have a look at a building which shows that the history of war in Izmir is not entirely over. As you walk north along the waterfront you come across����NATO headquarters�this drab green building. You could easily walk past it, which I suppose is the intention, but a closer look reveals armed guards. If you try to take pictures you will be told in no uncertain terms to take them elsewhere. This is the south-eastern Headquarters of NATO and there����Rev 2:8-11�may be some who would try to link the presence of NATO in Izmir with some of the things which were addressed to the church in Smyrna in the Apocalypse, or the book of Revelation as we now call it. Could the ten days of persecution refer to a final holocaust perhaps? (verse 10)����Izmir waterfront with warship�(Point out warship) Well, I don’t think that is the case. The specific message to literal Smyrna only applied to the time period immediately after John sent the letter. But the broader message of the letter to Smyrna refers, we believe, to a period in the history of the Christian Church.����View over Izmir�And the period it applies to is the time of persecution and martyrdom that the Christians suffered in the second and third centuries AD. There is some poverty and hardship in Turkey today, though nothing as bad as the early Christians suffered.����Orange map of Izmir�Anyway, I’d like us now to have a brief look at the ancient Greek history of Smyrna. As I said, Alexander the Great rebuilt the city of Smyrna in the fourth century BC. He did this by building a big fortress on mount Pagus, a high point in the middle of the ruins of the old city. (Point)�The citadel is at the bottom right of the map���Tourist on walls of Kadifekale and view�When you see the spectacular view from the walls of the “Kadifekale” as it is now called in Turkish - the name means “Velvet Fortress” - it is easy see why Alexander chose this spot.�kar dee fay kal ay���Sign about Kadifekale�Understanding the history of the place is not particularly easy. It doesn’t help that the diagram on this sign has fallen off, and as you can see, the English leaves something to be desired. (Try to read parts).����Map of Izmir�The Kadifekale is like an island in the middle of the city of Izmir. You have to catch a bus or a dolmus up the winding road to the top and then walk the last few yards�dol moosh���Inside walls of Kadifekale�into the fortress itself. The thick walls are still in pretty good order����Ruins of cistern�as are some ruins you find. This structure used to be a massive����Ruins of cistern closer�water storage cistern, probably built during Roman times to supply the growing needs of the flourishing city of Smyrna.����Down in ruins of cistern�But Alexander’s original fortress must have had some form of water storage here, most likely underground just as this one is.����Women weaving�In one corner of the fortress you can see local women weaving.����Women weaving�They probably just do it for the tourists, but it looks like they can make a fair quantity of beautiful cloth by this ancient method.����Women weaving�I suspect that they do this every day but bring the equipment outside when the weather is nice and the tourists are about.����Ruined building in Kadifekale�This building in the middle of the Kadifekale could have been a church or perhaps an ancient pagan worship area, but there are few Churches in Izmir today.����Izmir from acropolis looking north�What there are are mosques. You can count dozens of minarets from up here and when the muezzins gives the call to prayer�moo ez ins���Tourist and view�the sound hits you like a great wave from all sides at once. If you look carefully you can also see people getting out their prayer mats����View�and practising their devotions on the roofs of their houses.����Café�There is a nice café up here where you can have a cool drink and plan your route to the next archaeological site.����Orange map of Izmir�In ancient times all Roman cities had an Agora. An Agora was, first of all, a market place. But like town squares in Britain they often had town halls and court buildings attached as well. Although there would have been a market square here dating from Alexander’s time,����View of Izmir including Agora�the Romans modified and improved it when they took over from the Greeks. Fortunately for us the Agora is one part of ancient Smyrna which has not been built on today - you can just see it in this picture.�Middle of left hand edge of picture���Map of Izmir�Getting down to it is another matter however. The taxis will take you, but they often take a number of other people to different destinations as well! Most likely you’ll have to find at least some of the way on foot.����Entrance to Agora�You have to pay to get in, which is fair enough because what is there is well worth seeing.����Looking into Agora�The middle square is where all the market stalls would have been with the shops and offices round the edge.����Six pillars of Agora�The pillars which are standing today are not the ones which John would have known from his visits to the city, as the place was flattened by an earthquake in AD 178. (Earthquakes, by the way, are still very common in western Turkey.) But these replacements, paid for by Emperor Marcus Aurelius, would have been very similar to the originals.����Statues of lions�Probably many columns and statues from the original Agora were restored and used again. These lions here remind us of the love affair which Romans had with the arena. When this Agora was being rebuilt Christians were regularly being fed to lions as a popular form of entertainment. (Of course this was during the prophetic period of Smyrna, c. AD 100 - AD 300)����Agora columns with arches in foreground�At first the Agora just looks like a flat square with various archaeological ruins lying around on the surface.����Agora arches with me by edge�But as you walk around you notice a number of stone arches at ground level. Now you don’t build arches on the ground, which means that there is another layer of the Agora underground.����Tourist on Agora arch�In some places the underground level has only been partially excavated and doesn’t look very interesting but there is at least one place����Stairs leading up into Agora�where you can walk down an ancient staircase and get in amongst the corridors of the lower level.����Tunnel of Agora arches�This is one of the half-excavated ones, but going the other direction there is a labyrinth����Tourists and vaulted roof�of high vaulted rooms. This bottom level of the Agora would have been less affected by the earthquake of AD 178 and it is quite possible that these rooms date back to before the time of Christ and maybe even back to the time of Alexander the Great.����Tourist and underground spring�Down one corridor there is an underground spring coming out from under a stone. The stone onto which the water runs is carved out like a sink����Tourist and underground spring�which may indicate that this was one of the original sources of water for the market place - perhaps the original source of water. Maybe this spring is why they decided to build the market place on this site.����Tourist taking picture�You mustn’t drink any of the water because the place is filthy. Amidst the ancient columns and stones there are tin cans, rags and bags of rubbish. This inscription is interesting because it seems to have the Greek name Aristophanes along the top. Aristophanes was a great Greek playwright who lived a bit before the time of Alexander the Great.����Inscription�Could it be that some part of this Agora had once been used as a theatre? The filth gets worse as you explore deeper into the tunnels and eventually you feel as if you are walking along an ancient sewer!����Sewer pipe�Actually that’s not so far from the truth. This relatively modern sewer pipe runs right through the 2,000 year old walls of the ancient Agora of Smyrna.����Tunnel of arches and spring�That’s probably enough underground exploring for now, but it is possible to visualise how this ancient market place would have been ...����Olives for sale�Because very close to this site is the modern bazaar where things look much as they would have done in Roman times. Olives are represented in all their different varieties����Dates etc. for sale�as are dates and all sorts of other fruits, spices and vegetables. The name Smyrna, by the way, may come from a very expensive spice called Myrrh, a spice used as a perfume and purifying agent. Significantly, Myrrh was also one of the gifts given by the Magi to the infant Jesus.����Modern square in bazaar�This modern market square has been built to look a bit like an ancient Agora (apart from the mosque of course) and although it looks very clean and smart the real life of the bazaar is just down the alley ways.����Live chicks for sale�You can buy live chicks and other birds here if you want to, and if you fancy something for lunch����Sheep’s heads for sale�how about a few sheep’s heads for a stew!����Street scene with carpets�If you find that the food makes you feel a bit queasy there are pleasanter things to look at like the famous Smyrna carpets.����Musical instrument shop�Or musical instruments. As you can see from his poster on the wall, this fellow has been to Wales where he took part in the Llangollen Eisteddfod in 1980.����Title: Pergamum�Anyway, we’re going to take a break now and afterwards we’ll be moving on to the next town on our list, Pergamum.����Tunnel leading to temple�We’ll be walking down this tunnel to find the temple of Telesphorus����Thrones in theatre�and we’ll be asking what the Bible means when it talks about Satan’s throne being in Pergamum.��������**�*************�************** INTERVAL AND QUIZ **************�*************��������Title: Pergamum�Pergamum is the third of the seven churches which Jesus sent messages to through the book of Revelation. Pergamum indirectly owes its fame to the Greek empire of Alexander the Great.����Map of kingdom of Pergamum�At the same time as Alexander had the fortress in Smyrna built, he also had an Acropolis built in the city of Pergamum. Lysimachus, who inherited this section of the Greek empire when Alexander died, had all his wealth stored in the Acropolis at Pergamum.����Map: spotlight on Bergama�Unfortunately for Lysimachus, he was killed in battle in 281 BC. This was good news for the people of Pergamum however, as the commander in charge of Lysimachus’s money took it and used it to build up the kingdom of Pergamum.����View of Bergama from acropolis�Today the modern town is called Bergama and it too owes a lot of its wealth to the Acropolis, which is a great tourist attraction.����Orange map of Pergamum�We’ll be looking more closely at the Acropolis of Pergamum next time, but for today (or tonight etc.) I’d like us to concentrate on another archaeological site, the ancient ruins of the Asclepion. The temple of the god Asclepius.�Lower left of map���Road to Asclepion�It’s quite a hike out of the city centre and up to the Asclepion, and on the way you have to pass through a controlled military zone. No one risks taking pictures here but there are dozens of army trucks, tanks and armoured personnel carriers in full view.����Sacred way�The last leg of the journey takes you along the original road to the Asclepion, known as the Sacred Way.����B&W map of Bergama�The Sacred Way points directly towards the Acropolis and there used to be a link road which went all the way in the first couple of centuries BC.����Pergamum: sacred way and Acropolis�You can see the Acropolis in the distance in this picture. In Greek mythology Asclepius was the god of medicine. He was the son of the god Apollo and a woman called Coronis who Apollo killed for being unfaithful.����Picture of temple complex�With no mother to look after him, Apollo took Asclepius to be raised by a centaur called Chiron. Chiron was a healer and passed on his arts to Asclepius. Interestingly the legend says that Zeus killed Asclepius for the sin of raising a man from the dead. However people still built temples to him (this is a sketch of the one in Pergamum)����Asclepion�and they continued to pray to him and offer sacrifices to him, believing that he would come to them in dreams and prescribe cures for their illnesses.����Map of Asclepion�In the Pergamum Asclepion there are actually two temples and a sacred spring. This led to it being regarded as something of a medical centre as well as a pagan temple, and in fact some of our modern medical knowledge is based on work done here. More of that later.����Symbol of Asclepius�The symbol of the god Asclepius was a snake. This one is carved on a pillar in the central ceremonial area of the temple complex. As the snake shed its skin, so people were supposed to shed their illnesses.����Temple of Asclepius�These are the remains of the temple built to Asclepius but a bit more interesting is the temple next door, built to the god Telesphorus.����Entrance to tunnel with tourist�Telesphorus was another god of medicine and his temple marked the first stop on a ritual visit to the medical centre of Pergamum. The patients would first pass through the ceremonial area and then enter an underground corridor����Inside tunnel�or tunnel which would take them to the temple of Telesphorus. This all sounds like superstitious nonsense to us today but there were probably practical reasons for the rituals and ceremonies as well.����Inside tunnel�This tunnel has holes in the roof and it is nice and cool inside. Perhaps a leisurely walk along here calmed the patients down before reaching the treatment rooms.����Inside tunnel�Or perhaps it was used for some kind of purification with water being poured down through the holes to cleanse the patients as they walked in.����Map of Asclepion�It’s quite a long tunnel, as you can see from this map, and by the time that����Coming to end of tunnel�the patients came to the end they were ready to enter the temple of Telesphorus.����Temple of Telesphorus�Now I mentioned treatment rooms a minute ago and you will see why this temple could also be considered a health centre as we go in.����Tourist by entrance�It’s quite an impressive building, circular in design, with a domed roof.����Tourist on steps in entrance�You climb down a few steps to reach the main chamber which is nice and cool due to it’s being partially underground. In here is where treatment was carried out. Just what that treatment was depends on what books you read.����Rev 2:14�The letter which was sent to the church at Pergamum talks about sacrifices being made to idols, and immorality. Possibly both occurred here in the Asclepion with sacrifices being made to Asclepius and����Temple of Telesphorus�the temple of Telesphorus being used as some great massage parlour. Certainly the Romans were keen on such practices.����Temple of Telesphorus�The official line is that the temple of Telesphorus was used for people to come and relax in, and preferably go to sleep.����Channel in floor�There are channels in the floor which probably carried heated water in the winter, turning the place into the equivalent of a Turkish bath. (Mention that this area gets snow in winter)����Tourist on steps in entrance�In the summer no heating would be required and patients could come in����Tourist lying on floor�and go to sleep on mats around the edges of the building soothed by the sound of cool running water flowing in from the sacred spring.����Tourist and water channel�At least that is one idea. Others think that the channels are more likely to have been drains or possibly sewers.����Tourist lying on floor�The point about sleeping in there, by the way, was that Telesphorus, like Asclepius, was supposed to come to you in a dream and send you a cure, or at least a diagnosis.����Tourist coming down steps�Not many tourists try it today because there are a lot of large insects crawling around on the floor.����Statue of Hygeia in British Museum�Telesphorus has influenced us however, or at least our language. In the mythology he had two daughters whose names were Hygeia and Panacea. This is a statue of Hygeia which you can see in the British Museum.�English words: hygienic and panacea���Bodily parts in museum�Certainly some people believed in the healing power of the Asclepion as these objects in the Bergama museum show. These are offerings presented to the staff at the temple, representing the parts of the body which needed to be cured. Ears, arms, fingers and legs etc.����Line of columns�In later years the Asclepion did turn into a serious medical centre. But it was always more than just a medical centre.����Columns and theatre�It was also something of a scientific and cultural centre. In the second century BC King Eumenes II set up a magnificent library in Pergamum.����Book on Turkey by library�At its height the library walls held over 200,000 books. We owe another English word to this library. I’ll tell you the story: The Egyptians had the greatest library in the world at Alexandria with 700,000 books.����People in theatre�With the rise of the library in Pergamum they began to worry that their scholars would be attracted away and that they would suffer from a brain drain. So they cut off the supply of papyrus to Pergamum����Determined scholar in theatre�hoping that this would stop them making books, which would in turn prevent all but the most determined scholars from going to Pergamum.����View of Asclepion from theatre�It didn’t work because the scientists here at the Asclepion developed a new form of writing material from animal skins. This material was named after the city of Pergamum and a corrupted form of the word Pergamum has come down to us today as parchment.����Theatre�This theatre is still used by the way. Every year they hold the Bergama Festival here and put on various classical plays.����Sacred spring�Right in the centre of the Asclepion is the Sacred Spring.����Tourist drinking from sacred spring�The water that comes from here is said to be good to drink. There aren’t any houses or anything above the water level so this water runs unpolluted straight out from the����Sacred spring close�mountain as it has done for more than two thousand years. This water was used for an early form of hydrotherapy.����Tourist in stone bath�It ran into these big stone baths which may have been filled with mud.����Sacred spring�Pilgrims were also encouraged to drink the water for its healing properties. ����Sacred spring from above�It probably doesn’t have any special healing minerals in it but we could all probably benefit from drinking more pure water.����Turtle on ground�Just how pure the water is once it has left the spring I can’t say. It doesn’t seem to have done this little fellow any harm.����Turtle in hand�He now lives in a large pond just up from the spring.����Man by pond�The sides of this pond indicate that it may have been used as a bathing pool. This one isn’t heated however so perhaps it formed the cold part of a hot and cold treatment cycle.����Stump of Asclepius with dog�In the second century AD, after the book of Revelation had been written, the medical standing of Pergamum was greatly enhanced. A lot of the mythology of Asclepius and Telesphorus was done away with by a great physician.����Map of Asclepion�He was born in Pergamum about AD 130, trained in Smyrna, trained further in Alexandria and Greece, and then came back to Pergamum and made his reputation here in the Asclepion.����Temple of Asclepius�His name was Galen, possibly the greatest physician of the ancient world.����Map of Asclepion on sign board�Here in the medical centre of Pergamum Galen carried out dissections and research which showed that muscles were controlled by nerves and how the kidneys worked.����Stump of Asclepius�He also carried out experiments which proved that the voice was controlled from the brain, and demonstrated the working of valves in the heart.����Stump of Asclepius�He still used the symbol of a snake as his trademark although I’m pretty sure he didn’t worship Asclepius.����Map of Asclepion on sign board�So we’ve seen how the Asclepion helped to make Pergamum famous by being, first of all, a centre of worship for the gods of healing, and then a medical centre in its own right.����Statue of Athena in Berlin�It was also a centre of learning and science as demonstrated by the great library and the invention of parchment. This statue of Athena actually came from the Pergamum library and is now on display in the Pergamum Museum in Berlin.����Rev 2:12-15�It is possible that Jesus was referring to the Asclepion when he mentions Satan’s throne in Revelation 2:13,14. After all it was a pagan cult centre, and actually the library was used as a centre for the cult of the Emperor.����Kids in swimming pool�On the way back to the town of Bergama you pass a sort of open air pool where these kids practise a modern from of hydrotherapy, seeming to be totally unaware of the great historical remains nearby.����Tunnel to temple�There must have been many people who walked this tunnel to worship the pagan gods, but there were probably quite a few who didn’t care much about them and just went for the healthy water and mud baths.����Rev 2:14-17�So the seat of Satan could be referring to the Asclepion, but it’s probably best to reserve judgement on it until after we have visited the magnificent Acropolis. There’s also the question of the white stone which is mentioned in verse 17.����Title: Pergamum�But all that is going to have to wait until next time when we come back to Pergamum.����Red Church�We’re going to visit this ancient church, built on the foundations of a temple to an Egyptian god, Serapis.����Model of Acropolis in Berlin�We’ll also explore the Acropolis which dominated and continues to dominate the whole area. This model reconstruction of the Acropolis is now in the Pergamum Museum in Berlin,����Altar of Zeus in Berlin�as is quite a lot of the Acropolis itself! If you want to know what this magnificent building is you’ll have to come along next time.����Acropolis with archaeologists�As well as looking at the Acropolis of Pergamum we will also visit����Title: Thyatira�Thyatira, so you definitely won’t want to miss our programme next time on Pergamum and Thyatira. (Give time and place).����Logo�Until then good night and God bless. (Close with prayer).���
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