Discovery Lecture Series - The Seven Churches



Programme #4 - Pergamum and Thyatira



#�DESCRIPTION�SCRIPT

�NOTES���Title: Pergamum�Good evening (or afternoon etc.) and welcome. Today (or this afternoon etc.) we are returning to the ancient city of Pergamum which,����Map showing Bergama�as you will remember, is the third of our Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. At one time Pergamum was a very large and important city.����Orange map of Bergama�In fact it was the capital city of the kingdom of Pergamum. Last time we looked at one fascinating historical site in Pergamum, the Asclepion, or temple to Asclepius.����View of Bergama from Acropolis�Today (or tonight etc.) we will be exploring two more sites, firstly the great Red Church, which you can just see on the left in this picture, and secondly����Artist’s impression of Acropolis�the spectacular acropolis which dominated this city in days gone by, and continues to do so today.����Tourist taking picture�The acropolis also provides an excellent vantage point from which to view and photograph the city, and from here we get a good view of����Red Church from acropolis�the great Red Church which we are going to look at now. When you first see the Red Church it might cross your mind that this could have been the very church that John was writing to����Red Church with stones in foreground�in the book of Revelation. But in fact it couldn’t be. There were no church buildings like this when John wrote the book of Revelation.����Looking through Red Church�John was writing to a group of Christians who probably had to meet secretly so as to escape the persecutions of the Emperor Domitian.����Up through Red Church�In fact, around AD 100, the “church” in Pergamum would have met in someone’s house. That didn’t stop them being a church however. A church is a group of people who meet together in Jesus’ name, and you don’t need a building to do that.����Inside tower of Red Church�So what is this building? Was there anything here in the first century AD? And when was it first used as a Christian church?����Plaque about Pergamum�This plaque on the side gives us some answers. Apparently there was a church here dating from the second century AD, that is soon after John died, and still during the time of persecution.����Old plaster on walls�This early church had marble clad walls - perhaps this is the remains of that early cladding - ����Tourist taking picture�and the church was built in brick. These brick walls look too well preserved to date from the second century and probably belong to the Byzantine basilica which was built on the site many years later.����Acropolis through arch�One thing which hasn’t changed since those early Christians met here in Pergamum is the view of the acropolis. Imagine sitting on the pews in this church, worshipping God, while at the same time being able to look out of the windows and����Postcard of acropolis�see the great acropolis dedicated to worshipping pagan gods and Emperors. Perhaps even worse than this is what was under those early Christians as they worshipped.����Red Church with grass in foreground�Because we understand that this Red Church was built directly on the site of an earlier temple, dedicated to the mysterious Egyptian god Serapis.����Person on altar�Now the person in this picture is standing right in the heart of the Red Church. The object he is standing on would probably have been the altar in the church.����Person closer�But if we look more closely at this altar we find out some very interesting things. For a start it is raised off the floor by about three feet,����Altar with hole�and if we examine it more closely still we can see that there is a hole underneath it.����Underground passage�If you explore this hole you find that it takes you along a passageway which leads right underneath the centre of the altar.����Altar�A view of the altar from the top shows that there is a hollow right in the middle, and as you come to the end of the underground passage you find yourself coming out of the hole in the middle of the altar.����Tourist down a hole�Now why would a church need a central altar, which is hollow, and connected by a tunnel to a small concealed entrance a few yards away?����Plaque�One answer is found on this plaque. Apparently this altar dates back to the time when the building was first built, when it was used as a temple for the god Serapis.����Tourist on altar�Originally this altar had a large statue of the god Serapis standing in the middle. The local worshippers would come here and pray to Serapis who would miraculously answer them. If the god was angry then sometimes it would breath out smoke and fire. It was all a con-trick of course. There was just a priest down the hole whose voice was carried up inside the hollow statue.�This was a widely used deception in ancient temples and oracles.���Inside cistern�There are some other interesting hollows and passageways underneath the Red Church. Probably most of them date from the time of the original temple to Serapis. A few metres from the altar is����Tourist down cistern passage�a large underground cistern. It’s difficult to get pictures in here and you have to be careful not to lose your footing.����Inside cistern�The water level is about eight feet below the entrance and if you fell in it would be just about impossible to get out again. In fact this cistern may be connected to the river which flows directly under the church.����Red church with spotlight�In later years that water supply was probably used for filling up a baptistery somewhere in the church.����Steps with rope�In another corner there are some more steps leading down to a lower level, but this time they don’t lead to an underground cistern.����Tourist under church with light behind�Where they do lead is to a huge cellar or crypt. In places the ceiling has fallen in and people walking above can easily fall through if they aren’t careful.����Tourist under church below arch�It’s difficult to work out exactly what this cellar was used for, but I’m sure that early Christians would have sheltered in here for protection against persecution.����Under church�If they did then I hope they weren’t in here when it rained. There is evidence that the place regularly gets flooded - probably every Spring as the river rises from snow melting on the surrounding mountains.����Person reading Bible�Of course we are in Pergamum to find out about the meaning of the letter to the church at Pergamum as found in the book of Revelation.����Red church from acropolis�We looked briefly at this message last time and you’ll remember that the Church at Pergamum was criticised for having some people in it who held to the teachings of Balaam, by eating food sacrificed to idols.����Person reading Bible�It could well be the statue of Serapis and the pagan worship that went on right here in the Red Church which John was alluding to.����Rev 2:13-17�It also talks about the Nicolaitans. They were probably religious compromisers as well. It’s much easier to compromise with the society around you than to stay true to the original teachings of Jesus. But the passage also talks about a reward to anyone who overcomes these temptations. Two things are promised, hidden manna, and a white stone.����Stones and spotlight�The hidden manna probably refers to the manna which Aaron had preserved in the Ark of the Covenant alongside the tables of stone which had the Ten Commandments written on them.����White stone�Now what about the white stone? There are quite a few white stones in the ruins of the church, but in New Testament times small white stones were particularly significant. In those days courts of law decided if you were guilty or innocent by the jury voting with either a black or a white stone. If you got a black stone you were guilty, if you got a white stone, then you were innocent.����Path in Red Church�The wonderful thing about Christianity is that you aren’t saved by offering sacrifices, or even by saying prayers and doing penance. Jesus saves us by giving us forgiveness as a free gift. He gives us the white stone of pardon, when we ask and believe.����Round tower of Red Church�Parts of the old Red Church are still used today, though I’m sorry to say that it doesn’t have a regular Christian congregation. What it does have����Mosque�is this little mosque, built into the base of one of the two round towers. So the site has had continuous religious use for over 2,000 years.����Bergama street�It’s an easy walk from here back into the centre of the modern town of Bergama, but on the way you might like to pay a visit to this place.����Hamam�This is a Hamam, or bath house. It’s about six hundred years old, that’s just about as old as the ruined one we saw in Selcuk, and it has probably been in continuous use since that time. Please don’t get the wrong idea about this Turkish Bath by the way,����Hamam etiquette from book�they may have a bad reputation in some countries, but in Turkey these steam baths are part of the Moslem way of life. The rules are strict and etiquette is formal.����Hamam entrance�There are different days for men and women and the design is such that people walking by can’t see anything inside. Once you enter the building����Inside Hamam�you pay your money, get changed in a little cubicle, then, wearing a towel you go into the steam room. Unfortunately it is very humid inside and cameras get so fogged up that you can’t take pictures. But the procedure is for visitors to lie on a huge stone slab while����Masseur in Hamam�this fellow here gives you a vigorous massage. He might look old but he’s been doing this job all his life and although it hurts a bit at the time, afterwards you feel a lot better - allegedly!����Map of acropolis�Our next stop is the acropolis. This is the place which most tourists really come to see, but it is a long way to the top.����Tourist and taxi driver�You don’t have to worry about finding a taxi. In these areas which are popular with the tourists, the taxi drivers come and find you. The trick is to pretend that you’re not really interested until they drop the price. They can’t drop it too far though because unlike food and accommodation, petrol is very expensive in Turkey.����Road up to acropolis�It is worth getting a Taxi though, as the trip up to the acropolis is long and steep. It is also quite exciting as taxis seem to be given priority����Inside taxi�over most other road users. They don’t waste any time either!����Ticket office for acropolis�Most tourists arrive safely at the ticket office at the top, relieved to get out. Entrance isn’t expensive and is worth it just for the view.����Temple of Athena and view�Here, standing on the ruins of the temple of Athena, you can see the whole of Bergama spread out before you. Looking the other direction����Acropolis over theatre�you can see the rest of the acropolis, beautifully excavated and restored. And right here is the entrance to the theatre, the most spectacular theatre you’ll see in Turkey, even though it is a bit smaller than the one at Ephesus.����Tourist on steps to theatre�This is the passage that the early theatre goers would use to get to their seats.����Tunnel to theatre�Turning the corner they would find themselves looking straight����Tourist looking out over theatre�out across the valley with a panoramic view of Pergamum, as well as a great view of the stage and the rest of the theatre as well.����Theatre with acropolis�This theatre had 80 rows and could seat as many as 15,000 spectators.����Postcard of Acropolis�In its original form it probably blended in with the rest of the acropolis like this.����Arches under temple of Trajan�People lived and worked up here, as well as coming to the theatre and the various temples, and underneath these arches was a huge water reservoir. Apparently this reservoir had pipes running from it down to the town below, and probably up to the Asclepion as well. This means that, as we saw in Ephesus, in Roman times they knew all about pressurised water systems. That fact will become important when we come to look at Laodicea later on in the series.����Temple of Trajan - dark foreground�The most dramatic of the temples on the acropolis is this one, the temple of Trajan.����Temple of Trajan against hills�Remember that Trajan was not a god, though you couldn’t say that when he was alive. Trajan was just a man. Admittedly he was a Roman Emperor.����Three columns of Temple of Trajan�In fact he was one of the few Roman Emperors who wasn’t Roman! He was originally from Spain but became Emperor in AD 117 and under his leadership the Roman Empire reached its maximum size and power.����As above but closer�Trajan was probably a fairly good Emperor, but he lived during the time when Emperors were looked on as gods and it seems that he didn’t discourage that belief.����Headless statue�This statue originally stood inside the temple and although it was probably put there just to honour him,����Statue with tourist’s head�people started worshipping him and this “Cult of the Emperor” served to strengthen his empire. You can have some fun pretending to be an Emperor yourself,����Side view of tourist & statue�and you’ll probably find that all the other tourists want to copy you.����Top of columns and moon�The temple of Trajan demonstrates how easy it is to be led to worship things or people other than the one true God. The Romans were famous for worshipping all sorts of things, from Emperors, to the sun, moon and stars. But it’s no good worshipping any of these created things, what is important is worshipping the One who created them in the first place.����Tourist sitting�That call to worship the Creator is one which comes out time and time again in the Bible and it is still relevant to us today. Today our children are taught in school, and we are taught in the media, that the world wasn’t created and therefore that there isn’t a Creator. So maybe it’s more difficult to worship the Creator today than it was in Roman times.����Distant view of acropolis�There are many other temples on the acropolis, and many other amazing feats of architecture and engineering.����Library or Temple of Athena�This area near the temple of Athena is probably the final location of the library which may have been moved here from the Asclepion.����Avenue of columns�There was also a market here as well as various palaces and an arsenal.����Tourist through two columns�What we are really looking for though is some evidence for the “Throne of Satan” which is mentioned in the book of Revelation.����Rev 2:12,13�“where Satan has his throne ... where Satan lives”����Site of Altar of Zeus - zoom�And this, I believe, is what that text was referring to. This is the original location of the altar of Zeus. This was much grander and much more important than the temple of an Emperor. It had been standing here for nearly three hundred years before Trajan came along and even Trajan wouldn’t dare to challenge the authority of Zeus, the father of the gods. The site doesn’t look too impressive today,����Altar of Zeus: Berlin�mainly because the Germans took most of it off to the Pergamum museum in Berlin in 1902. Here it stands today, completely reconstructed and just as imposing as it ever was. But imagine this building as it was, built high up on the acropolis at Pergamum����Site of Altar of Zeus: Pergamum�and I think you can see how the way that it faces, overlooking the city, gave rise to it being thought of as a seat or a throne.����Model of altar of Zeus�This model shows the Altar of Zeus in its original context, with its three colonnades surrounding the square with steps leading up to the front. It really does look like an armchair or a throne doesn’t it. The throne of Satan maybe. If this is what the book of Revelation was referring to, then just imagine the sort of a challenge it would give to the Roman authorities, referring to the greatest of their gods as Satan.����Wing of Pergamum Altar: Berlin�But it was a challenge which Jesus eventually won. Just two hundred years after the book of Revelation was secretly circulated round these seven cities, Christianity took the place of paganism in the whole of Roman empire. Now we’ll have a break for our quiz and afterwards we’ll be looking at our next city, Thyatira.��������**�*************�************** INTERVAL AND QUIZ **************�*************��������Title: Thyatira�The fourth of the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse was found in the city of Thyatira.����Map with towns in pink�Today the town is called Akhisar and you can see from this map that we are now coming inland quite a way. This means that we are leaving the����Holiday brochures�holiday destinations and the tourist spots well behind us and visiting the real native Turkey.����Outskirts of Akhisar�Many people expect the Turkish towns which are off the beaten tourist track to be little more than primitive collections of farms and shabby houses.����Map - spotlight on Akhisar�But if they ever visit these places they get something of a surprise. In fact the whole country of Turkey is pretty surprising.����Akhisar sign�Although Akhisar is not in the holiday brochures, when you arrive at the bus station you find yourself in quite a modern town.����Otogar sign�It is different from the sort of towns we are used to in this country but Akhisar has all the amenities you would expect to find in any modern city.����Busses�The busses are clean and comfortable and����Street map�the road signs and maps are a lot smarter than many of the ones we have in this country. Altogether Akhisar gives the impression of being a busy and fairly prosperous market town,����Street with parked cars�which is probably how it was in John’s day as well. One thing is decidedly hard to find in Akhisar however, and that is archaeological remains.����Excavations with pink bus�There is really only one archaeological site in the town and this is it. It’s not even a proper site,����Crowd on archaeological site�it’s more like a cross between an excavation, a reconstruction, and a museum. And it lies right in the middle of the town, with four story buildings completely surrounding it.����Broken off columns�The reason is that Akhisar is a relatively new town, and the new buildings have been put up without much regard for the ruins of the ancient city underneath.����Crowd and pink bus�If the builders do come across any ancient remains then they just bring them and dump them here. At least I hope that is the case. I suspect that sometimes they just build the remains into the foundations of the new buildings!����Fallen arch�Some of the stuff here is important however. These arches date from the time of the Roman town and there are many inscriptions which help us to build up a picture of ancient Thyatira.����Rev 2:18 - 3:10�The message to the church at Thyatira is the longest of the seven messages recorded in Revelation chapters two and three. That’s appropriate because in its prophetic application Thyatira represents the longest period in the history of the Christian Church.����Tourist with hand on urn�From the year AD 538 to about AD 1,500 the Church went through its most difficult time. This was not a time of persecution as such, but this was the time of the Dark Ages.����Large pots�We don’t know if there was a church here in Thyatira during the Dark Ages, in fact we don’t know much about Thyatira at all. And that’s a bit like how it was in the Dark Ages, people didn’t know much, they were kept in the dark deliberately. We’ll come back to that in a minute but first let’s find out more about Thyatira.����Modern pots on sale�It seems that Thyatira was renowned for its many and varied trades and crafts. It was a manufacturing town.����Tourist with hand down hole�There would have been many stone masons here in New Testament times who not only supplied materials for local use, but for export as well.����Tourist going through gap in wall�Organisation was the key to their success because these masons, craftsmen, and tradesmen, met together and formed themselves into guilds, or as we would say today, Trades Unions.����Rev 2:18-29�In the letter to the Church at Thyatira we find a number of words which would have struck a chord with these early craftsmen. Blazing fire, burnished bronze, iron and pottery.����Shiny pot�If you look for these early craftsmen of Thyatira as you walk around, you’ll find that they’re all still here!����Man working on pot�This fellow is tinning the insides of brass pots, presumably to stop the main metal from contaminating the food.����Man working on pot�He is throwing some sort of powder in - something that looks like salt - I suppose it is a kind of flux material.����Pots at Akhisar�The burnished bronze department is well represented with lots of utility items as well����Fine Brass�as high quality decorative pieces like these. They look like gold but they are just polished brass.����Knives for sale�This shop sells knives of all descriptions, probably most of them made locally.����Trolley of Jewellery�The jewellery which is on sale on every street corner is not the sort that I would want to wear, but there is plenty of it.����Wooden items outside shop�Some craftsmen and tradesmen have been busy making these household items, all very practical����Brushes for sale�and very cheap. You can buy ten of these brooms for what you would pay for one here in Woolworth’s, but it’s a long way to bring them back!����Man mending plastic container�What do you think this chap is doing? He has an old plastic container which he stabs with a knife. Then he takes one of those sticks of metal, lights a match underneath it and the metal melts and drips onto the plastic container. He is selling a material for mending plastic containers! In Turkey they can’t afford to just throw them away if they have a hole in them, as we do.����Acts 16:11-15�The book of Acts tells us about a craftswoman who came from Thyatira. Her name was Lydia and Paul met her in the town of Phillipi during a worship service.����Acts 16:13,14�It’s interesting to note that this meeting of early Christians took place on a Sabbath, but it was not a Jewish service in a synagogue. This is evidence for the fact that the early Christian church continued to worship on a Saturday, long after Jesus rose from the dead.����Cotton and cloth�Anyway, Lydia was a dealer in purple cloth, which apparently was a speciality in Thyatira. The cloth which you can see today in Akhisar is mostly cotton and����Sheep�man made fibre but Lydia would have dealt in woollen cloth.����Man on chair by produce�All these shopkeepers think it very amusing that tourists would want to take pictures of them but they are quite happy for you to do so,����Groucho Marx�and some of them go out of their way to liven up the pictures. The chap on the left here has a Groucho Marx mask which works by clockwork. The eyebrows and the moustache go up and down! Great people the Turks!����Street and tomatoes�Other street sellers have trolleys of fruit and vegetables fresh from the farms and there are even people making money on the streets who don’t have anything to sell.����Electronic scales�This man just has some electronic scales. For a few pence you can be weighed in public, an idea which might not appeal to all of us!����Man with stick and shop�So the entrepreneurial spirit is alive and well in Akhisar. Thyatira was a busy trading and manufacturing town two thousand years ago and it’s still like that today.����Kid on slide�The people are not particularly rich but they seem happy enough.����Coin of Thyatira�This Thyatiran coin was minted around the time of the New Testament and����Coins of Thyatira�on some of these you can see the word Thyatira. Thyatirans were traders. Money was part of their way of life.����Rev 2:18-22�So why does the letter to the Church at Thyatira contain such stinging criticisms? Well the main criticism seems to be reserved for a woman referred to as Jezebel.����Excavations at Akhisar�Now there could have been a real woman of that name living in Thyatira and attending the church when John sent the letter around AD 96.����Inscription on stone�It’s more likely though that this name is used to give us an idea of what sort of person she was.����Inscription on stone with face�The original Jezebel was a Phoenician Baal worshipper who married King Ahab of Israel in order to spread heathenism among the Israelites. Perhaps this Jezebel was doing a similar thing. Maybe she had got into a position of power in the church����Smoking warden in corner of site�but was using it to break down the church rather than build it up. Among the few excavations that there are here in Akhisar there is a building which could have been a church at one time.����Tourist by gap in wall�It’s built in a similar style to the Red Church of Pergamum with strange thin bricks running right through the structure.����Stone block with hole�This hole in a stone door frame could have been for a very large door bolt. ����Large stone and brick columns and warden�Whether it was a church or not I don’t really know. In this case the prophetic application of the message to the church at Thyatira is much more interesting.����Fallen columns�After AD 538 the Christian Church fell into disrepute. It was certainly very powerful, but like the Jezebel mentioned in the book of Revelation, the power corrupted it.����Figures on fallen column�Between the years AD 538 and about AD 1,500 the so called Christian Church was completely dominated by money, power, and politics.����Saint in a pot�The true teachings of Christ were almost totally extinguished as anyone caught reading the Bible or worshipping outside the established Church was tortured or put to death.����Stone trough�Just a few hundred years after Christians were being persecuted by Roman powers, the Church itself was persecuting Christians, some of whom could have been buried here.����Spanish Inquisition�During the Dark Ages it is estimated that Church organised militia, such as the Spanish Inquisition, executed as many as 100 million Christians who wouldn’t conform!����Rev 2:22-29�Despite this some did remain faithful. Throughout all periods of history God has had His faithful witnesses. People who remain true to Him despite all outside pressures.����Man working on pot�Jesus praised those true Christians in Thyatira for their service and perseverance. And he promised that anyone who overcame the influence����Brick archway�of Jezebel would eventually receive a reward.����Petrol station�As we leave this busy little town behind us just think of the early Christians who used to walk these very streets. Did they manage to deal with that Jezebel in the Church I wonder?����Cars and flags�And think of those millions of Christians who lived during the Dark Ages, the prophetic time period of Thyatira. Just what they went through we’ll never know for sure. But one thing we do know is that they will receive their reward. And the reward that they were promised����Rev. 2:26-29�is the greatest reward that anyone could be given. They were promised the Morning Star, that is Jesus Himself.����Title: Sardis�Next time we’ll be visiting Sardis, the great capital of the Lydian empire,����Tourist by pool�now an important archaeological site close to the modern city of Sahlili.����Title: Philadelphia�We’ll also go to Philadelphia, now called Alasehir, but still the city of brotherly love.����Two boys in Philadelphia�So don’t miss our next programme, (give time and date) and don’t forget to bring a friend.����Logo�Until then, goodnight and God bless. (Close with a prayer).���
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