Discovery Lecture Series - The Seven Churches



Programme #5 - Sardis and Philadelphia



#�DESCRIPTION�SCRIPT

�NOTES���Map of the route of the Apocalypse�Good evening (or afternoon etc.) and welcome to the fifth lecture in our series on the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. Today we are starting off by visiting one of the most important cities of the ancient world, the city of Sardis.����Title: Sardis�The archaeological remains at Sardis are like the ones at Ephesus in that a modern city lies nearby, but not on top of them.����Map showing Salihli�The city nearest to ancient Sardis is Salihli, some 10 km to the East of the site. You can get to Salihli by bus from Akhisar,����Fountain�and most tourists are pleasantly surprised by what they find. Salihli is a big modern city like Izmir.����Sign map of Salihli�However, it is hardly mentioned in any of the guidebooks.  I think this is because it’s a very “Turkish” city. It’s a commercial centre for the local people themselves����View over market from hotel�with a number of large businesses, hotels and banks located here. This market is usually very busy, though it was closing when this picture was taken.����View towards mountains from hotel�Salihli is also located in a very picturesque spot, with high mountains to the south and a wide plain to the north. Now I said that Salihli was a very Turkish city, but if you want to find somewhere nice out for a meal����Tourist pointing into Flash Restaurant�you can find a flash restaurant. Flash by name, flash by nature perhaps? No just an ordinary Turkish restaurant full of men watching the football on the TV, selling typical Turkish food.����Signs of Flash Rest�And talking of Turkish food, Turks like to have lots of different plates����Food on plates�on the table, all with small amounts of different tasty morsels. With these they have a lot of bread which they dip in and then use to mop the plate with. It’s like having a meal of hors-d’oeuvres. Most visitors get to like it.����Bus station�It’s best to travel to Sardis very early, before the tourist rush.����Driver in front of his bus�Getting a bus is no problem. The free enterprise culture which exists among the bus companies is good news for the public. The drivers are proud of their busses,����Bus to Sart�they are well marked and surprisingly quick. In fifteen minutes or so you can be travel the short distance to Sart, the Turkish name for Sardis.����Road to Sart�The journey there takes you on a road which is more than 2,500 years old. Known as the “King’s Highway” it originally went all the way to Babylon. It’s in surprisingly good condition isn’t it!����Mosque�As you leave Salihli this mosque is the last modern building which you see for quite some time.����Sign about Roman Avenue�The site of ancient Sardis is well marked, and tourists are well looked after by the inhabitants of the village of Sartmustafa which has grown up from the tourist trade. This sign tells us about exhibit number one, the very road we have driven along! There has been a road through here from the time of the Lydians in the 6th century BC,�sart moos tah fah���Lorry on road�and in Roman times this part of the road was paved with marble slabs and had covered walkways on either side. Altogether the road was twice as wide then as it is now. Entering Sardis would have been something like entering a modern shopping precinct.����Big wall with arch at bottom�As you go in to the archaeological site you can’t fail to be impressed. There are really two different sites to look at, the first is the remains of Roman Sardis, and the second, predating Rome by 500 years, is the Lydian Sardis of King Croesus.����Swimming pool with poppy�We’ll start with Roman Sardis, and the best preserved and reconstructed parts. Guess what this is. I’ll give you a clue - it’s part of a Gymnasium.����Swimming pool & light shining in�Actually this is a Roman swimming pool. It was probably the centre of the gymnasium and it’s a pretty good size.����Sign for swimming pool hall�Even today this pool would be quite adequate for a moderately sized town. It gets quite hot there and you might fancy a dip.����Tourists diving into pool�Unfortunately you can’t. The last people to swim in here probably did so about 1,700 years ago.����Pipe by edge of pool�It’s still in good condition though, thanks to renovations. This pipe runs all the way around the pool and may have fed hot water in from the top.����Steps and alcoves�The sides of the pool were stepped to make it easy to climb out, but you would have to be careful diving.����Drain hole at end of pool�At one end of the pool is the original drain hole. Even in those days they would have had to close the pool periodically for draining and cleaning.����Looking up at front of gym�The front of the gym complex is really impressive. Many modern sports centres would be proud to have a facade like this one.����Front of gym�In this shot you can see that it is being prepared for a special event, probably an outdoor festival of some kind, hence the flags.����Through pillars to synagogue�Near the gym, but just to the side of it there is another building which has been well excavated and restored. This building helps us to remember some of the message to the Church at Sardis, because it is a church of sorts, in fact it’s a synagogue.����Rev 3:1-5�Jesus’ message to the Church in Sardis contains some pretty strong language. “You have a reputation for being alive, but you are dead... If you don’t wake up, I will come like a thief.”����Synagogue and gym�The things we have seen so far are relevant to our study����Synagogue with pot�because they reflect the nature of the city of Sardis. Sardis was a very wealthy place.����Tourist by pot�And this was once a very wealthy synagogue. Everything about it is big and was at one time beautifully decorated.����Synagogue with mountain behind�You can see the remains of the mosaics on the floor here, and also on the walls in this next����Synagogue wall�picture. In the first few centuries AD many synagogues were taken over by Christians and used as Churches, and in fact many aspects of our own Church services can be traced back to synagogue services. But the synagogue here in Sardis wasn’t taken over by Christians; it was kept going by a strong Jewish community numbering up to 10,000.����Stone lions�Just how strict they were is a point for discussion. Look at these stone lions right in the centre of the building,����Stone eagle�and this stone carving of an eagle forming the base of a stone table. These symbols show how strongly Roman culture had influenced the Jews of Sardis, as the Ten Commandments state explicitly that God’s people are not to make any carved images of this type. Maybe the same thing had happened to the Christian Church there which John wrote to. Maybe that’s why he said they were dead - spiritually compromised.����Worn door step�The synagogue was very popular. Compromise and popularity often go hand in hand. You can tell how many people must have passed through this doorway by the way that it has been worn down.����As above with foot�This much wear can’t have all come from the feet of tourists!����Inscription with red sign�Just here on the corner of the synagogue we find the first relic from an earlier age. This inscription on a paving slab is in honour of a Prince Germanicus (father of the infamous Emperor Caligula who declared his horse a consul) and dates from about the time of Jesus.����Jacob’s shop�The synagogue has some other surprises. Built up against its southern wall are a number of shops. This one belonged to a chap called Jacob who was an elder in the synagogue.����View down side of synagogue�The row of shops stretches the whole length of the wall and shows how practical these early Jews were. The building they used for worship was also used for council meetings and various other non-religious events as well.����Jacob’s paint shop�This is Jacob’s paint shop and just next door is a shop which����Tourist looking into basin with crosses�is interesting because it has a basin made up of stone slabs which are covered in Christian inscriptions. Where these came from I don’t know. What we do know is that the Jewish and Christian communities existed side by side here for hundreds of years. Perhaps there was even some co-operation between the two.����Silver sign about Sardis�Anyway, we need to go further back in time now to understand more about the origins of the city of Sardis. To do this we have to go south of the main road as we head for the temple of Artemis.����Sheep in grass�You have to be careful crossing the road as there are a lot of lorries. It’s interesting to imagine how this road might have looked 2,500 years ago, when it ran all the way to Babylon.����Tourist drinking from a glass�It’s also interesting to imagine what this town would have been like when John wrote the book of Revelation, and just what the problem was with the first Christian Church in this town.����Rev 3:4-6�Whatever the problems, there were some who were true followers of Jesus. Those “who have not soiled their clothes” as it says. But unfortunately only a few. Something here in Sardis had a big negative influence on that early Church����Map of Sardis�and we’re going to find out what it was by travelling up this road (point to the green track at the left of the map) and making our way to the heart of the empire of King Croesus.����Horse and cart and white van�There isn’t an easy way to get up this road. No taxis. Even this horse doesn’t look like it wants to venture out of the shade.����Women carrying sticks�So you have to walk. At least most tourists don’t have to carry the loads that some of the local women have to carry!����Ruined church�On the way up the road we find these ruins of an early Christian church. It was built too late to be the church which John wrote to, but it is pretty early, probably fourth century, the same time as the earliest parts of the Red Church in Pergamum (note the similar thin bricks).����Ruined church with mountain�The church was originally built on the ruins of an older building, very probably the gold refining plant and royal mint of King Croesus. King Croesus, by the way, was the last king of the Lydian empire. He was also the richest. This was partly because of his conquests in war,����Lydian coins�and partly because the whole of this region was rich in deposits of gold and sliver. The river flowing in this valley washed the minerals out of the ground and the Lydians learned how to extract the metals from the ore. It is said that the Lydians were the first people to coin money.����Children on plain�The gold and silver has virtually all gone now, but the place has other attractions. Lots of children come here on their school outings. They are supposed to be studying the archaeological remains, but another����Fairground�attraction is this fairground. It looks like it too has stood here since the days of Croesus but there are still some people brave enough to have a go on some of the rides.����Map of Sardis�We are now very close to the temple of Artemis, which is what we have come to see. Now we’ve already seen one temple to Artemis, in Ephesus, the first of the Seven Churches which the book of Revelation is addressed to.����Twin columns against mountain�But this temple is in a much better state of repair. The reason it is so well preserved is that it is built on a solid foundation and is well away from the sea, unlike the Artemision at Ephesus.�Artemision = Temple of Artemis���Silver sign and crane�We also have to thank the first archaeologists who uncovered the place. These came from Princeton University in America and were led by Howard Crosby Butler.����Carne and top of column�The original crane which Butler used in the excavations is still on display and is now part of the history of the place.����Solid pillars and mountain�We can’t help but marvel at the size and majesty of this temple of Artemis. It measures 100 x 48 metres (330 x 155 feet), about the size of a football pitch.����Twin pillars at left�King Croesus himself had this temple built in the sixth century BC, though it has been restored a number of times since then.����Looking to top of pillars�Only two of the pillars still stand to their original height,����Avenue of columns�but there used to be 56 of them, supporting an enormous roof. The roof has all gone of course, but the����Temple with kids running on wall�foundations are still in excellent condition and give an idea of how it was in days gone by. More difficult to imagine is the acropolis����Up towards acropolis�which once stood on this mountain top. At one time it dominated the surrounding plain like the acropolis in Pergamum, but today it has virtually all been washed away.����Temple and Byzantine church�You can still enjoy the view however, and looking down on the temple of Artemis gives us a clearer picture of its layout. Notice the little church in the corner by the way.����Byzantine church�Again this isn’t the church which John wrote the book of Revelation to. It’s only about 1,200 years old. But, the first century church in Sardis would have been dominated by the pagan temple of Artemis just like this Byzantine one is. ����Rev 3:1-6�That, along with the wealth of the place, is probably what made it so difficult to be a Christian in Sardis. How hard it must have been to live literally under the shadow of Artemis, and not become soiled with the practices of that cult.����Column tops through arches�Today as Christians we have to live in the shadow of many heathen and secular influences. And I think that the challenge to the Christians in Sardis applies to us as well. Somehow we have to learn to be in the world as Christians, and yet not of the world, as Jesus says in John chapter 17.����Rowdy kids�The school children can be a bit of a pain for tourists trying to view the temple. They follow you around and ask you to take their picture. I suspect that it is kids like these who were responsible for the graffiti on the stones, despite a sign warning against it.����Three kids�Here we see some of the children who have caught a tiny little bird.����Bird in the hand�It seems to be lame and unable to fly, a good illustration of the early Christians of Sardis perhaps.����Foundation wall, kids and mountain�Dominated by the mighty power of the cult of Artemis, and the wealth inherited from the empire of Croesus,����Bars on window�their Church started well, but then lost its way.����View of temple from above�Of course what happened to the early Church in Sardis has a parallel in Church history, as we’ll see in the break when we look at the prophetic application of the letter.����Man hosing road�Well, we have stayed long enough in Sardis. We still have another town to visit. But as we head back to the bus let’s have a look at some of the local people again.����Little kid crawling�It’s obvious that the wealth once possessed by Croesus has well and����Tourist taking picture of kid�truly run out now. Virtually the only income that Sartmustafa receives is from tourists like us.����Spotlight on Salihli�Anyway, as I said we have to hurry on to our next town, so it’s back to Salihli and on a bus to Alasehir, once known as Philadelphia.�al ah shé heer���Title: Philadelphia�That’s where we’ll go after the break.��������**�*************�************** INTERVAL AND QUIZ **************�*************��������Title: The Seven Churches�The sixth of our Seven Churches of the Apocalypse is Philadelphia. We are now well on the way to discovering all seven churches,����Map: The route of the Apocalypse�and the messenger who first delivered the book of Revelation to these Churches would have been almost at the end of his circuit when he reached Philadelphia.����Bus driver�We don’t know how that first messenger travelled, but tourists today travel from Sardis to Philadelphia by bus.����Title: Philadelphia�The name Philadelphia means brotherly love, from the Greek words phileo, meaning love, and adelphos, meaning brother.����Spotlight on Alasehir�Today the town is called Alasehir, a much more down to earth name which in Turkish means “The Red City.”����View over Alasehir�It gets this name from the red volcanic soil found all over this region, a factor which makes the ground very fertile.����Two kids�So what about the Church in Philadelphia? Was it known for its brotherly love? Let’s look at the message to the Church in Philadelphia.����Rev 3:7-11�Interestingly there’s no criticism at all in the message to this church. There’s only one other church which isn’t criticised, and that’s Smyrna. So it seems that the Church at Philadelphia lived up to its reputation and was a good Church.����Statue of Ataturk on horse�Well, do we as tourists find the place to be friendly today? Arriving in the town we are greeted by the ubiquitous Ataturk on horseback, proclaiming����Base of statue�“happy is the man who can call himself a Turk”. Well, Turks might be happy travelling around in Alasehir but it’s not so good if you can only speak English.����Street map of Alasehir�The street map is pretty incomprehensible and there are very few people in the town who can translate for you.����Fountain with flowers�Unless you are with a tour group you have to rely on your guidebook. Even these can be confusing however as they tell you that directly opposite the famous Hotel Benan there are important archaeological remains.����Hotel Benan�But there aren’t, at least not opposite this Hotel Benan.����Taxi driver writing�What we need is a guide, and taxi drivers are probably the best. This fellow doesn’t speak English but he does speak a little German.����Street with banners�The taxi drivers drive very fast along the narrow streets but they do know where they are going.����View over Alasehir with John’s church�Pretty soon we arrive at the site we have been looking for, and here the mystery of the guidebook unfolds. This ruin (point) right in the middle of the town is opposite the Hotel Benan, it’s just that Alasehir has more than one Hotel Benan!����As above but closer�The ruins here are pretty impressive.����Large pillars�These are the remains of a massive church dedicated to St John, the very person who wrote the messages to the seven Churches. ����Sign saying Philadelphia�This sign confirms that the taxi driver knows what he is doing.����Excavations - two pillars behind�Unfortunately the ruins are somewhat unsafe and the whole place is fenced off. You can’t climb down into the����Down into excavations�excavations, but perhaps that’s just as well, as some serious digging has taken place here.����Up at top of pillars�The thickness of these pillars gives you an idea of how big and solid the original church must have been. If you think that the roof must have been fairly low, remember that the ground level when the church was built was probably ten or twenty feet below where it is now.����Rev 3:7�So was this the church that John wrote to? Once again, no. When John wrote the book of Revelation there were very few buildings set apart for Christian worship. The “church” of Philadelphia was a group of people, some of whom John probably knew personally.����Tops of pillars�No, this church, like many of the ones we have seen in this series probably dates from around the fourth century AD, only 200 years or so after the death of John. It has the same kind of brickwork which we saw in the churches of John and Mary in Ephesus, the Red Church of Pergamum, and the ruined church in Sardis.����Stone coffins through mesh�Later on it was built up into a big Cathedral and these stone coffins probably date from that later period.����Stone coffins�They are probably Byzantine, which could be anywhere from about AD 500 to about AD 1300.����Pillar with trees�Philadelphia became the seat of a bishop under the Byzantines, and in the 13th century it was����Taxi driver looking at pillar�updated to an Archbishopric. I suspect that most of the local inhabitants know little of the history of the church, and probably don’t care����Down into deep excavations�very much either. But someone is looking after the place and I hope that they keep it intact and don’t build a mosque on the site or anything.����Middle of church�Modern buildings and mosques now surround what was once a major centre for Christian mission and it seems that the door of����Rev 3:7-11�Christianity which this church once held wide open, is now hardly even ajar. But the message to the church in Philadelphia was that the door could never be shut. Despite their weakness the Philadelphian Christians would hold on to the end.����Odeon with tourist at edge�The next site which the taxi driver takes us to is the remains of the old Roman Odeon.����Odeon with taxi and driver�Like the church it seems that these remains are only just hanging on in the face����Odeon with taxi�of advancing civilisation. As in the Agora in Smyrna, modern drains and sewers have been dug right through the ancient ruins.����Column and water tank�This Roman column stands against a massive concrete water tank����Under arch�and this well preserved arch looks a little less glamorous when����Sky, arch and pipe�viewed from another angle. But then the Turks are economically stretched at the moment and preserving����Driver and arch�ancient remains can be an expensive business. No one is going to look after the place unless they are paid to do so.����John Surridge holding camera�(Short story) My colleague (or friend etc.) John Surridge, who took these particular pictures, almost made a disastrous mistake on this site.����Sign, arch and pipe�He and his brother Robert took a fair number of photos����Paving stones with holes�which meant that they had to keep changing films. John changed one roll here in order to take some extra pictures of these holes in the pavement which once held railings.����Under arch with pipe�When he changed the roll he took four exposed rolls out of his camera bag so as to get to the new roll. But, he forgot to put the exposed rolls back in the bag!����White column�He only noticed that they were missing about an hour later when he was way up a mountain. Fortunately for him the Turkish people are very honest and when he came back he found all four rolls of film waiting for him on this column.����Rev 3:10-14 (esp vs. 11)�Really he should have taken notice of the message given to the church in Philadelphia, “hold on to what you have”! The serious point about that message of course is that while we should be open����View over Alasehir�to new teachings and new ideas, perhaps even to changing some of our traditional ideas, we should always hold on to our belief in Jesus, the foundation of our faith. Going right to the top of the hill behind the town of Alasehir����Acropolis�we find remains of the old Acropolis. At least that’s what we are told they are.����Acropolis�To be honest they just look like a few old stones in a hole,����Acropolis�but as in Sardis, this Acropolis was once a magnificent structure visible for miles around. Which gives me a chance to mention the prophetic application of the letter to Philadelphia.����View over Alasehir�Philadelphia represents the period after all the fuss of the Reformation had died down, from about 1750 to 1850. This was a time when the light of the gospel was spreading all over the world. It was a time of increased Bible study and understanding of the scriptures and the prophecies of Daniel and Revelation.����Gap in wall�Christianity managed to break down many barriers, cultural and geographic, and there was a great religious revival.����Edge on view of wall�This wall by the way, also dates from the Byzantine era. In fact it was this wall which was responsible for keeping Philadelphia as the last outpost of the Byzantine empire in Asia Minor����Mosque by edge of wall�before it finally fell to the Turks in 1390. The wall is under attack again today,����Street�though not by armies this time. It faces a much greater threat from the����Building work�town’s planning authorities who seem to allow any and every kind of building work to be carried out next to and over the wall.����Workmen building�These workmen are constructing an extension which will butt up against the wall. Why bother getting stone from a quarry when you can use the bits of the old wall itself?����View over Alasehir�Our look at Philadelphia wouldn’t be complete without me telling you about what happened there earlier this century.����Gap in wall�Like Smyrna, Philadelphia still had a strong Christian community at the turn of the century. But after the first world war,����Gap in wall and car�the invasion of the Greeks, and the subsequent counter attack by Ataturk, the Christians were rounded up en masse����Close up of wall�and driven from the city. There are some old Christians who can still remember that event and they certainly don’t remember the city����Tourists and sign�as a city of brotherly love. But those deported Christians will get their reward in the end. The message to the Church at Philadelphia ends with a promise from Jesus,����Rev 3:11-13�that He is coming soon, and that when He does all those who have been true to Him will stay with Him for ever.����Title: Laodicea�If only that was the end of the story. But we have one more church to go, the last church, the church which represents the time which we are now living in, the church of Laodicea.����Logo�Don’t miss our lecture next time. (Give time and place). Until then, goodnight and God bless. (Close with a prayer).���
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