Discovery Lecture Series - The Seven Churches



Programme #6 - Pamukkale and Hierapolis



#�DESCRIPTION�SCRIPT

�NOTES���Title: Seven Churches�Good evening (or afternoon etc.) and welcome. For our last two lectures in this series we will be studying the meaning of the last of the Seven Churches, that is Laodicea.����Map: Spotlight on Denizli�But in order for us to understand the city of Laodicea (point) and its meaning, we really need to look at its background and its location. That’s what we’re going to do tonight (or this afternoon). We won’t be looking at Laodicea as such, but we’ll look at its location and the cities nearby.�Laodicea or Laodikeia is on the map above and to the left of Denizli���Title: Laodicea�Laodicea was one of a family of cities located in the valley of the river Lycus. The four most important ones of these we can see on this map...����Map: Denizli�(Point out Aphrodisias, Colossae, Hierapolis and Laodicea.) Denizli, by the way, is a large modern industrial town. Its only saving grace is that it has a good bus station where you can get a bus out soon after you arrive.����Stream near Colossae�Of these four ancient cities, three are mentioned in the Bible. This tributary of the Lycus is flowing near the remains of the city of Colossae. You will remember that Paul wrote a letter to the Christians living in Colossae.����Coins from Colossae�There is plenty of archaeological evidence for the existence of Colossae but as yet the site has not been excavated.����Lycus River at Colossae�There is just a large green mound where the city once stood. No one knows what lies under the mound but it will be fascinating when they do finally excavate it.����Pamukkale in distance�So, with Colossae out of the picture for the time being, that leaves us with two Biblical sites to explore, Hierapolis and Laodicea. Tonight we’re going to concentrate on Hierapolis. We can just see it in the distance. It’s a fascinating place and also a major holiday resort for reasons which will become obvious.����Guidebook on Pamukkale�The modern name for Hierapolis and the holiday town which has sprung up near the site, is Pamukkale, which means Cotton Castle. It’s very nice to have a holiday resort so near to two major archaeological sites - it means that you can relax and see the sites at the same time.�pam oo kal eh���Swimming pool�There are many nice hotels in Pamukkale, some of which have swimming pools. Again the cost here is only a couple of pounds per person per night, including breakfast. Except during the summer months, the water in these pools isn’t really warm enough to swim in. But you don’t need to worry about that because there is plenty of warm water not far away.����Water channel in street�In fact you are never far from water in Pamukkale.  Everywhere you look there are strange channels cut into the streets and running by the side of the pavements.����View up to formations�The source of the water lies up on the mountain above the holiday town of Pamukkale, and it is a pleasant walk up there to find out where it all comes from.����Water flowing in channel�Almost as soon as you get to the path leading up the mountain you have to negotiate fairly wide channels of water.����Water flowing in front of white mound�They run down the side of the path and every now and then, right across it. Sometimes you have to jump across, but usually there is a rickety plank which you can use as a bridge.����Fluffy water - time exposure�The water is bubbly and foaming, and when you put your hand in it, it is quite warm.����Tourist holding chalky stuff�By the edge of all the water channels are piles of a powdery, chalky substance. This is apparently a form of calcium carbonate which precipitates out of the water.����Fast flowing water�The warm water contains large quantities of calcium bicarbonate and when the water comes into contact with the air this oxidises to form carbon dioxide and calcium carbonate.����Finger�Where the water has been flowing recently the calcium carbonate is soft and powdery but over a period of time it hardens����Water cascading over edge�and forms great walls of a chalky rock called Travertine. This builds up, layer upon layer until the wall is high enough to hold the water back. The water then stops flowing over the edge and����White cliff�you are left with a gleaming white wall of Travertine which looks a bit like cauliflower. The locals think it looks like cotton wool and that’s where the name Pamukkale, or cotton castle, comes from.����Travertine from distance�In some places the water forms wide pools, and it is here that the most spectacular rock formations are built up.����Formations closer�As the water flows over the edge it produces stalactites and stalagmites which almost look as if they are alive.����Road up to Hierapolis�Unfortunately the tourist trade is destroying the rock formations at a greater rate than they can cope with. This road up to the top cuts����Road from distance�a path right through the formations. They have realised the problem and the road is now closed to vehicles. What’s more they are now deliberately channelling the water over and across the road����Virgin travertine�so that in a few years time it will be returned, hopefully, to its original state.����Pools�The pools formed by the water are very popular with bathers, but since this picture was taken they have been drained so as to encourage����Flat travertine deposits �the tourists to bathe in the flatter, and less picturesque pools, at the top of the mountain.����Pools with hotels in background�Bathing in the warm waters has been popular here for a long time, and the natural pools have been supplemented by swimming pools in various hotels at the top of the mountain.����Pamukkale motel�The best pool of all is in the Pamukkale Motel. This is a pretty expensive hotel but it is very popular with foreigners and rich Turks alike. An hour’s swim here cost’s the same as bed and breakfast in a hotel at the bottom of the mountain, about £2.00.�In the winter it is full of Turks.���Motel pool with people�But it is definitely worth it. This has to be one of the most exotic locations you can swim anywhere in the world.����Hierapolis ruins�The motel is built right in the heart of the ruins of the ancient city of Hierapolis. How they got planning permission I don’t know, but the hotel straddles the ancient main road of the city.����Tourist in pool�This main road has been excavated and then flooded with the hot water which comes straight from the ground just behind the hotel.����Tourist in pool holding rope�So as you swim you are actually floating above the road which would have at one time carried all the traffic into and out of the city of Hierapolis.����Deep part of pool�In parts, the pool has been excavated to quite a depth. Here you can swim down under this bridge and under a sunken column, probably down to a depth of twelve feet or so.����Pools at Hierapolis�Although it’s the same water in this pool as in the open pools outside, tourists prefer the hotel pool as the water has cooled off a bit by the time it has sat here for a while.����Tourist floating in pool�It is said that the hot spring waters of Hierapolis have healing qualities, and in fact that’s probably why the town sprung up (pardon the pun) over two thousand years ago. Certainly Roman Emperors swam here. It’s a strange sensation swimming in this water. Because of all the dissolved carbon dioxide it is literally fizzy. It’s like swimming in hot lemonade.����Sign in pool�A sign by the pool lists all the minerals and chemicals which are naturally present in the water. Many visitors are worried about the fact that the water is also radioactive and no doubt they hope that the warm glow they feel after a swim is due to the temperature rather than the radioactivity!����Tourist floating on back�It is about 35°C in here and once you get in you don’t want to get out again. And if it’s not too crowded you don’t have to. Even archaeologists don’t have to feel guilty about lounging in these waters -  as well as relaxing they are also site seeing,����Ruins and motel in distance�examining the submerged remains of ancient Hierapolis. The pool and the hot waters are vital to an understanding of the history of Hierapolis,����Tourist sitting in pool�but they are also important for us as we think of the nearby town of Laodicea. In some ways Hierapolis and Laodicea were twin towns,����Tourist floating in pool�but they had one major difference. Laodicea did not have a natural source of hot water like Hierapolis did, and this was a great bone of contention between the two cities. It is also the basis for certain words which were used in the message to the Church at Laodicea.����Rev 3:14-17�“you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! So because you are lukewarm, neither hot nor cold - I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”����Tourist getting out of pool�I wonder what bathing would have been like in Laodicea two thousand years ago. Well, we’ll get an idea of that next time.����Sunset over pool�Hierapolis probably hasn’t changed a great deal in that time. There would have been hot pools����Starburst sunset�and beautiful formations here in New Testament times just as there are now.����Sheet of water over travertine�The mineral rich water flowing over these rocks is probably just the same as it was for the Romans.����Sunset�You’ll notice that we still haven’t seen the ruins of Laodicea at this time, or much of Hierapolis, so that’s something we’ll have to do shortly if we are going to make a comparison between the two cities.����Sunset through buildings�But it is important for us to understand the geological basis for the town of Hierapolis and it is a good reason to look at this beautiful place.����Tourist on edge�It is so beautiful up here that many tourists don’t want to leave and they stay and watch the sunset.����Dark sunset�That’s OK as long as there is still enough light to get down the mountain safely. The little gullies and ravines can be tricky after dark.����Night street in Pamukkale�Even after dark the shops stay open in the town. In fact the town is only just beginning to wake up at sunset, with bars����Tourist on rooftop cafe�and restaurants filling up and discos beginning to get noisy.����Night scene in Pamukkale�Serious explorers like us don’t bother with such things. An early night after carefully studying the guidebook is what is required.����Night scene in Pamukkale�So it’s goodbye to the pretty little streets of Pamukkale and off to bed in preparation for some serious archaeological exploring.����Hierapolis�After the break we’ll have a look at the various ruins that are to be found in Hierapolis.��������**�*************�************** INTERVAL AND QUIZ **************�*************��������Tourist having breakfast on roof�Turkish hotel breakfasts are often served on the rooftop. This can be very pleasant but you have to remember that it does occasionally rain in Turkey and it can get quite chilly.����Rainy street scene�During the summer there is hardly any rain, but then it can be unbearably hot. On balance it’s probably best to visit the country in the spring and risk encountering the showers.����Tourist and breakfast�Turkish breakfasts are nothing like British breakfasts, just bread, eggs, tomato and cucumber in this case.����Spotlight on Denizli�Hierapolis is quite close to the industrial town of Denizli, but fortunately it is very different!����White hill and formations�The mountain on which Hierapolis is built is covered in the white Travertine formations which we saw before the break. Those pictures were taken in the evening however, and in the direct glare of the sun they can be dazzling. It’s a good idea to take a pair of sunglasses.����Museum tickets etc.�In the daytime you have to pay to go up to old Hierapolis but it’s pretty cheap and anyway Hierapolis is worth it.����Colossians 4:12-16�Paul mentions Hierapolis in his letter to the Colossians. It seems that the churches of the district were pastored by someone called Epaphrus, and Paul probably visited some of these cities.����Road and formations�As the morning wears on the cool of the night is quickly dissipated as the sun gets to work. As the heat rises you have to walk more slowly, but you can still clamber up the mountain to Hierapolis in about 20 minutes.����Drawing of Hierapolis�The name Hierapolis means “holy city”, a name probably derived from the hot waters which were supposed to have magical healing qualities. John mentions a holy city in the book of Revelation, but of course that’s referring to the New Jerusalem which, we are told, will come down to earth when Christ returns.����View over Pamukkale�The view from Hierapolis might not be as good as the one we’ll get from the New Jerusalem, but it is pretty good. From here we can see the holiday town of Pamukkale below us and in the distance we can see high snow capped mountains. In between are some relatively low hills, and it is on these that we will find the ruins of Laodicea next time.����Road up from Pamukkale�If we look further round to the east we can see the modern town of Denizli in the distance, and significantly we would also be able to see the city of Colossae if it had been excavated. These three towns, Hierapolis, Colossae and Laodicea, were all in sight of each other, a factor which added to the rivalry between them.����Hierapolis museum�Some of the ruins of Hierapolis have been turned into a museum. This building is actually the remains of the Roman bathhouse.����Ceiling inside museum�This roof now protecting the exhibits, once echoed to the voices of Roman bathers as they soaked up the warm healing waters.����Burial pot�Some of the ones who weren’t healed probably ended up in pots like these. These are burial pots, and they would be used by those who couldn’t afford an elaborate stone sarcophagus����Stone bowl and coffin�like this one. Incidentally the bowl in the background is a baptismal font dating from the Byzantine period, obviously after baptism by immersion had been abandoned.����Stone bird�This stone eagle greets visitors to the museum and it reminds us of the one we saw in the synagogue at Sardis.����Sardis synagogue�Interestingly the eagle is classified as unclean in the Bible, that is, it is not supposed to be eaten. But it is also used in prophecy as a symbol of speed.����Arches with rope in foreground�Round the back of the museum you can see the rest of the bath house complex. Parts of it are still being restored, but the three main parts, the frigidarium, the tepidarium and the cauldarium (hot), have all been located.����Courtyard flanked by arches�Immediately behind these sections is a large hall which was used as a gymnasium, and later used as a Christian Church.����Sign about Italians�We have the Italians to thank for most of these excavations and restorations - I suppose it is in their interest to excavate Roman remains, seeing as most of them claim their ancestry from the Romans.����Theatre�But the Roman empire covered much more than just Italy, and people in Greece, Asia Minor, and North Africa counted themselves just as Roman as anywhere else.����Hotel pool and beyond�Behind the swimming pool in the hotel we can just see the top of the magnificent theatre of Hierapolis.����Sign about Theatre�This theatre, again reconstructed by the Italians, was first built in AD 60 after the town had been devastated by an earthquake,����People inside theatre�so it would have been here when John wrote the book of Revelation.����Theatre through arch�But the theatre was restored again around AD 200 under emperor Septimus Severus with financial backing from the town’s guild of purple dyers.����Theatre from top�Septimus Severus, by the way, came and fought the Scots in northern Britain and eventually died in York in AD 211. The theatre now is pretty much as it was then, though there’s a lot more reconstruction work still to do.����Theatre throne�This throne, which would have been down at the front of the theatre, reserved for the famous, is lying down a dark corridor. Perhaps emperor Severus himself sat in this throne at one time.����Front of theatre�Visitors today walk in through the stage area, though originally they would have had to go round the back.����Arches supporting stage�As you go in you can see the arches which used to support the stage itself. They had to be strong as the stage was made of stone, not wood as they are today.����View down onto stage�Part of the stage floor has been replaced as you can see on the left of this picture.����Distant mountains over theatre seats�If you got bored with the play you could just sit back and enjoy the view. Over the top seats here you can see the plain of the Lycus valley with Denizli at the base of the mountains.����Board game carved on stone seats�It seems that some people did get bored with the plays as this game carved into a seat shows!����People down in front of stage�As you leave the theatre you’re very likely to hear an American tourist shouting “Friends, Romans, Countrymen” which gets a bit tedious when you’ve heard it a dozen times!����Artemis: British Museum�If you had been leaving the theatre in AD 200 you would have walked directly under a statue of Artemis like this one, and one of her twin brother, Apollo.����Apollo: British Museum�Artemis was very important in this area, but not as important as she was in Ephesus and not as important as Apollo - he’s the one in the middle of this picture.����Sign about Temple of Apollo�This is the temple of Apollo in Hierapolis, and this would have been where most pagan worship was carried out in Roman times.����Temple of Apollo�This temple would have had its own priests and it had a trump card which made sure that people took it seriously.����Tourist looking over edge�The temple of Apollo was originally built over a cave, which itself had been used as a temple and dedicated to the god Pluto. Now Pluto was the Roman name for the Greek god Hades,����Sign Plutonium�so this “Plutonium” is actually a temple dedicated to the god of the underworld, and not a nuclear dumping ground as you might think.����Tourist holding nose�But there was more to this Plutonium than just superstition, because in the original cave was a stream carrying the same hot mineral water that made the rock formations and now flows into the swimming pool. This water produces a lot of carbon dioxide which you can’t smell or taste, though today the cave smells of something! In large quantities CO2 is poisonous����Sign Danger�so going into the cave was a risky business. The old priests of the temple of Pluto made use of this however. They worked out that on a still day the carbon dioxide would pool on the floor of the cave and they would take small animals in with them as sacrifices. Being closer to the ground, the animals would suffocate and the priests would walk out unharmed, carrying the dead animals.����Inside hole�The cave has collapsed now due to an earthquake and it is fenced off for safety reasons. I understand that a couple of pot-holers died here recently, trying to locate the original underground site of the temple.����Picture of Hierapolis�Something else to look for is the source of the hot water. It has to come out of the ground somewhere near the back of the swimming pool so that’s where to start looking.����Old water channel�The first things you see are these old water channels, built up out of the calcium carbonate hundreds of years ago,����Old water channel with tourist�but they are all dry and pretty weather beaten. They haven’t had any water in them for a long time. Near this one however, there is a deeper channel.����Water channel with ferns�In places it is nearly covered with vegetation which presumably likes the warmth and moisture, but you can trace the channel back up the hill����Tourist testing water temperature�until it finally disappears under a stone slab. So this is the source of all that lovely hot water, and also indirectly, the source of the wealth of Hierapolis.����Stone Lion�The city wouldn’t have been built here in the first place had it not been for the hot springs.����Sarcophagus�In later years the city remained prosperous due to its trade and ceramics manufacturing,����Ruins of Basilica�and it also had a flourishing Christian community. This massive church was built around the sixth century.����Sarcophagus�Now the nearby city of Laodicea has a similar history, and that is part of the reason we have spent some time looking at Hierapolis. This sarcophagus has been brought here from Laodicea.����Ruins and arch�This ruined bath house had its counterpart in Laodicea, and inscriptions on many of the tombs����Sarcophagus�of famous people indicate that the same kind of work was done in Hierapolis as was done in Laodicea.����Fallen block�Both cities were struck by a very severe earthquake in AD 60. Hierapolis had help from the Roman government to rebuild its city,����Turkish money�but the citizens of Laodicea felt that they were wealthy enough to rebuild their own city, and were too proud to accept any help from Rome.����Nymphaeum�Interestingly, Hierapolis, the less self sufficient of the two cities, the one which had outside help, is in much better condition today. This structure was once an enormous fountain. There is a similar one in Laodicea, but as you’ll see next time, there are only a few blocks of it still standing.����Martyrium of St Philip�Something else to mention before we leave the city of Hierapolis, is that one tradition says that the Apostle Philip was crucified here. In the fifth century AD they built this beautiful monument to����Martyrium of St Philip - closer�mark the place where he died. It is now in ruins of course but the experts who excavated the ruin say that is was of such an exquisite design that it must have been built by the best architects of the day.����Basilica from distance�The church too would have been magnificent at one time, but now����Up street towards hill�we have to leave the ancient streets of Hierapolis, head back towards the white rock formations����People on white formations�and begin the descent back down to Pamukkale. But from what we have seen we can build up the background we need to fully appreciate the ruins and the history of Laodicea,����Title: Laodicea�and we’ll be looking at Laodicea itself next time. There are still more surprises in store for us����Tourist holding carved stone�and I’m sure that you’ll discover quite a few things which you didn’t know before.����Starburst sunset�I do hope that you’ll be able to come for our last lecture next time. (State time and place).����Logo�But until then, goodnight and thank you for coming. (Close with a prayer).���
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