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�
Title: Seven Churches�
Good evening and welcome to the last in our series of lectures on the Seven Churches of the Apocalypse. Tonight (or this afternoon etc.) we’ll be looking at the ruins of the city of Laodicea, but as this is the last programme�
�
�
�
Rev 1:9-12�
I would like to recap on what we have done in the rest of the series. You will remember that the whole book of Revelation was a message from God addressed to seven Christian Churches in�
�
�
�
Map of seven Churches and Patmos�
these seven cities in Asia Minor. The messages were handed down to the apostle John, who wrote them out in the form of the book of Revelation, or the Apocalypse. He then had a messenger take the book from Patmos to each of the Churches in turn, where the manuscript would have been read out and hand-copied, possibly over night.�
�
�
�
Street mosaic in Ephesus�
The first place the messenger would have come to was the great sea port of Ephesus. Ephesus was probably the most important of the seven cities in the time of the New Testament and was dominated by�
�
�
�
Statues of Artemis�
the goddess Artemis, or Diana. There was a major industry which manufactured metal and pottery replicas of Artemis, and Paul got into trouble for upsetting the craftsmen responsible.�
�
�
�
Church of St John in Selcuk�
John probably had a home in Ephesus, and some people believe that he brought Mary with him here and looked after her until she died. John himself died here and his grave is marked in the Church of St John.�
�
�
�
Map - Izmir�
The next church on the messenger’s route, was Smyrna, now called Izmir. This is where all the holiday planes land�
�
�
�
View over Izmir�
and it is an important centre of commerce for Turkey today. Izmir has been built over ancient Smyrna but the bits you can see include the Kadifekale, built by Alexander the Great,�
�
�
�
Under Agora in Izmir�
and the ancient Agora or market place. This underground section has probably survived numerous earthquakes.�
�
�
�
Tourist under Red Church�
The next town was Pergamum and it was here that we saw the great Red Church, built on the site of a temple to the Egyptian god Serapis. Here a white stone was promised to “him who overcomes”.�
�
�
�
Bergama acropolis�
Pergamum had a magnificent acropolis with a large temple to Zeus, now in Berlin, and probably this was the seat of Satan referred to in the letter.�
�
�
�
Tourist lying in Asclepion�
A third site in Pergamum was the temple of Asclepius, where healing remedies were sent to the patients in dreams.�
�
�
�
Tourist at Akhisar�
Thyatira was notable for its lack of archaeological remains, but we do know that a lady called Lydia�
�
�
�
Tourist by carpets�
came from Thyatira. She made her living from selling purple cloth.�
�
�
�
Man and metal pot�
We also know that the early city was renowned for its guilds or early Trades Unions.�
�
�
�
Synagogue in Sardis�
Sardis was a very wealthy city due to its most famous king, Croesus. The Jews of the Synagogue were obviously very prosperous,�
�
�
�
Ruined church in Sardis�
though the Christians who worshipped here, on the site of the old gold and silver works, were probably not as rich.�
�
�
�
Temple of Artemis in Sardis�
Everything and everyone in Sardis was dominated by the massive temple of Artemis.�
�
�
�
View over Alasehir�
The name Philadelphia means brotherly love. Again, archaeological remains were scarce but we saw a Church here dedicated to St John�
�
�
�
Tourist in Odeon at Alasehir�
and also came across the ruins of a Roman Odeon. In later years Philadelphia changed from being the city of brotherly love when�
�
�
�
Ataturk in Alasehir�
Ataturk, after defeating the Greeks, persecuted and deported all the Christians out of the city.�
�
�
�
Spotlight on Laodicea�
And so we come to the last of all seven churches, Laodicea. It is the most important to us as its prophetic application is to the era which we are living in now.�
�
�
�
Map - Denizli�
Last time we looked at Laodicea’s close neighbour, Hierapolis, and also mentioned the other neighbour, Colossae, which hasn’t been excavated yet.�
�
�
�
Pamukkale in distance�
The important thing about Hierapolis was its hot springs. They provided healing waters for bathing in, and also covered a huge area of rock with this white Travertine.�
�
�
�
Laodicea: distant view�
Travelling from Hierapolis this is the view we get of Laodicea. Rising up above the surrounding plain it would have been impressive in days gone by, though not as impressive as Hierapolis.�
�
�
�
Tourist by sign�
Today, Laodicea is not so impressive, at least at first sight. Hardly anyone visits the place and the Turks haven’t done anything to encourage tourists.�
�
�
�
Map of Laodicea�
The site of Laodicea is enormous, and because it rises up on a hill above the plain, you can’t really see anything until you are just about on top of it. We are going to enter the site from the east, along this track (point to the thin green track on the right).�
�
�
�
First pile of rocks�
At first sight there doesn’t seem to be much to the remains of Laodicea. This pile of rocks is probably as far as most tourists get.�
�
�
�
In pile of rocks�
In fact many of the guide books tell you that there is not much to see at Laodicea, but they are wrong. It just takes some finding.�
�
�
�
Arch�
This turned out to be one of the city’s three gates. You can tell that virtually no excavation has taken place here by the depth of the soil around this arch.�
�
�
�
Tourist, rocks, Pamukkale in distance�
It’s exciting to think that below these visible ruins of the gate there is probably more than twice as many ruins still to be excavated.�
�
�
�
Pamukkale in distance�
Notice that from this gate you can see the white rocks of Hierapolis in the distance.�
�
�
�
Arch and pole�
Hierapolis and Laodicea were close neighbours and along with Colossae they made up a trio of similar cities here in the Lycus valley.�
�
�
�
Curved section of wall�
The architecture in each city would have been similar in design - this style of gate, known as a triple gate is repeated many times over.�
�
�
�
Outline of building�
Here you can see the outline of the gate and the wall just above ground level. If you don’t give up at this point and carry on along the dirt track,�
�
�
�
Tourist on street�
in a couple of hundred yards you’ll be rewarded with this sight. You can see immediately that this part of Laodicea has been excavated, in fact this work was done over 30 years ago by a university team from Quebec.�
�
�
�
Tourists walking away�
This is a section of the main road running through the middle of Laodicea, and is the equivalent of the road under the swimming pool in Hierapolis. What has actually been excavated here is a street corner and what has been uncovered�
�
�
�
Coins on stone�
gives us an idea of the wealth of Laodicea. For reasons which we’ll go into later, Laodicea was a very wealthy place. It was the place to live and a better class of people lived here than in Colossae or Hierapolis.�
�
�
�
Corner of Nymphaeum�
On the street corner was a fabulous Nymphaeum, or fountain, and if you look carefully among the remains you’ll find�
�
�
�
Hole into ground�
this hole in the ground. As good explorers of course we can’t resist holes in the ground.�
�
�
�
White root�
So let’s turn on the torches and see what’s down there. Well, there is a long passage under the road, just big enough for you to squeeze down.�
�
�
�
Tourist looking up with torch�
You might have to take your rucksack off but it is definitely navigable. To a pot-holer this would be a piece of cake.�
�
�
�
Underground tunnel�
What it turns out to be is the main drain under the high street. Basically a two thousand year old sewer.�
�
�
�
Tourist with torch�
And the floor of this drain is still a bit damp, making the atmosphere considerably cooler than outside. The dampness indicates that that this drain is still working, taking the rain water off the archaeological remains above us.�
�
�
�
Tunnel�
I’m pretty sure that this space was cleared out at the same time that the street was excavated in the early 1960s,�
�
�
�
Tourist returning down tunnel�
and that for most of the time since the demise of Laodicea it would have been full of earth and rubble.�
�
�
�
Tourist looking at ceiling�
But these blocks haven’t been moved out of place. They’re still in exactly the same place as the Roman builders would have laid them.�
�
�
�
Tourist with blue foot�
At intervals along the drain there are openings to the street above, just as we saw in the street in Ephesus.�
�
�
�
Rocks on side of tunnel�
These openings are where the water would have drained in from the busy street above. Perhaps they even had gratings on them as our streets do today.�
�
�
�
Tourist emerging�
Well, that’s enough time underground. After all, you don’t know what other creatures might be sharing this drain with us. So let’s get out again and back to the fountain above.�
�
�
�
Tourist looking over Nymphaeum�
Fountains, or Nymphaeum, were very important to the Romans. Not only because they were a place to collect fresh water for drinking and washing, but because in Greek and Roman mythology it was believed that certain Nymphs, or lesser gods, congregated in and around them. In its original state this Nymphaeum may have looked something�
�
�
�
Fountain at Salihli�
like this modern fountain which we saw in Salihli. People would congregate around these fountains as they do today for social reasons, but some came to be healed by the Naiads or water Nymphs as well.�
cf. John 5 Pool of Bethesda & disturbed water�
�
�
Section of pipe�
The Roman fountains worked much as they do today, with fresh water being piped under pressure to a jet in the middle and then collecting in a pool round the edge. This broken section of pipe comes from another part of the site which we’ll look at later.�
�
�
�
Tourist lifting column�
The Nymphaeum here in Laodicea was later converted and used as a Church. Additional walls and columns would have been put in, though some of the original materials would just�
�
�
�
Tourist in stone trough�
have been adapted. Perhaps this stone water trough was later used as a baptistery.�
�
�
�
Crosses on stone�
Like our hot crossed buns today, many of the pagan relics of the Nymphaeum were Christianised just by putting crosses on them. The shape of these crosses dates them to the Byzantine era, when Laodicea reached its height.�
�
�
�
Inscription on column�
The name Laodicea was given to the town by its founder, Antiochus II of Syria in the third century BC.�
�
�
�
Closer view of inscription�
He named it after his sister whose name was Laodice. Originally the population of the city was made up of Syrians and Babylonian Jews, descended from the Jews who had been exiled to Babylon in the time of Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel.�
�
�
�
Decorative paving slabs�
Later it came under Roman rule and it was the Romans who built it up into the wealthy and powerful city it was in New Testament times.�
�
�
�
Tourists walking towards camera�
Having done justice to the Nymphaeum, the only properly excavated part of Laodicea, we now need to look at the theatre which you can just see from here.�
�
�
�
Valley with mosque and Pamukkale�
On the way you get a good view of the white cliffs of Hierapolis in the distance, and the wide fertile plain in between. You can see a mosque in the valley which we’ll see again in a minute.�
�
�
�
Theatre�
You can judge how prosperous Roman towns were by their theatres. This one which we find in Laodicea is huge.�
�
�
�
Tourist in theatre�
Putting a person into the picture gives you some idea of the scale. It’s not in very good condition today as many of the stones have�
�
�
�
Lizard on stone�
slipped out of their positions. However this does make it easier for certain other theatre goers. (point out lizard)�
�
�
�
Mosque and Pamukkale�
From one side of the theatre you can look directly towards Hierapolis, and if we had a pair of binoculars we would be able to see the tourists in the top rows of the theatre there, about 12 km away. (7 miles)�
�
�
�
Side of theatre�
It is quite conceivable that when two events were held simultaneously in Hierapolis and Laodicea, the crowds here would have been able to hear the cheers of the crowds in Hierapolis. By counting the rows of seats here we can work out that this theatre was just about as big as the one in Hierapolis. The big surprise is that�
�
�
�
Laodicea: view north & large theatre�
Laodicea had a second, even bigger, theatre! This is about 400 yards away and faces a different direction. Together the two theatres gave Laodicea a larger entertainment industry than virtually any city in Asia Minor.�
�
�
�
Thrones�
In all theatres there were special seats, or thrones. These were reserved for royalty or special dignitaries, and we can imagine that for rich people in a rich city like Laodicea,�
�
�
�
Tourist in theatre�
the only ambition left for the upwardly mobile was to sit either on or near these thrones.�
�
�
�
Tourist in theatre�
I’m sure that there was kind of pecking order in the theatre with the lower classes sitting at the top and the more famous and wealthy sitting near the thrones at the bottom. Interestingly the reward which Jesus promised to the overcomers in Laodicea was to sit with Him on His throne.�
�
�
�
Flat top with Pamukkale�
Actually the best place to sit now is at the top. You get a much better view of the scenery around and it’s quite a bit cooler,�
�
�
�
Pamukkale and plain�
with a gentle breeze blowing up the valley between Laodicea and Hierapolis.�
�
�
�
Map of Laodicea�
But there’s a lot more to see yet. So far we have only visited the east of the site. There is still the vast sports complex to explore. That’s where we’ll go after the break and�
�
�
�
Rev 3:11 - 4:10�
that’s where we’ll start to unravel some of the riddles of the message to the Laodiceans in Revelation chapter 3.�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
**�
*************�
************** INTERVAL AND QUIZ **************�
*************�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
Tourist in distance�
The view from the top of the theatre at Laodicea gives you an idea of the size of the city. The pile of ruins at the left of the picture are the western gate, and the ruins continue on towards Denizli which you can see in the distance.�
�
�
�
Laodicea: Triple gate�
Like the first gate which we looked at this western gate was built in the typical triple gate style, though again, only the tops of the arches are showing.�
�
�
�
Low arches�
The obscurity of the site of Laodicea means that you have a good chance of being entirely on your own when you go there. For most of the time it is dead quiet and quite eerie.�
�
�
�
Tourist in archway�
Those tourists who do occasionally venture onto the site tend to seek out the shady parts, which are few and far between.�
�
�
�
Tourist on top of stone�
One good thing about these arches is that they form the highest point on the northern half of the site and you can get a lovely view if you are brave enough to climb up them.�
�
�
�
Sign by gate�
There is also a sign here which welcomes visitors, indicating that this is the other main tourist entrance. If you know where to go you can actually drive a car right up to this point.�
�
�
�
Tourist standing on top of gate�
We are now about a mile from where we entered the site on the eastern side but you really do just have to walk and walk to get a full picture of this strange and isolated place.�
�
�
�
Sign close�
The sign gives some information about the ancient city of Laodicea, but a lot of it is unfortunately incorrect. Mind you, the sign is pretty old, and some of the things which we now know about Laodicea have only been discovered recently.�
�
�
�
Tourist on top of gate�
One thing we do know is that the place was devastated by an earthquake in AD 60. This earthquake severely damaged all the cities around, but only the Laodiceans felt that they were was able to pay for their own town’s reconstruction.�
�
�
�
Bank chit�
There are a number of reasons for Laodicea’s prosperity, one of them being that the town was a centre of banking. No doubt its large Jewish population had helped to build up this industry.�
�
�
�
Curved wall in gate�
But the money still had to come from somewhere and Laodicea had a number of good sources of income. Trade was one, as the city was on a major trade route known as the Via Egnatia.�
�
�
�
Turkish money�
Traders always bring money as they would need somewhere to stay and food to eat, and it’s likely that the Laodiceans charged a toll�
�
�
�
Tourist leaning on stone�
for anyone passing through these gates as well. Interestingly, in later times the wealth of the Laodiceans actually brought them hardship. The Romans had a rule that wherever the army went, the local population had to house and feed them.�
�
�
�
Money on stone�
As the Laodiceans were so rich it became a popular place for the army to stop over. They got put up in nice houses and given nice food. But eventually the army made an almost permanent base in Laodicea, which caused the population a great deal of expense.�
�
�
�
Rev 3:17�
The description of the Laodiceans in Revelation 3:17 was pretty accurate “You say I am rich, I have acquired wealth and don’t need a thing.” But those early Christians must have been surprised at what came next, “but you don’t realise that you are ... poor!”�
�
�
�
Cameras in foreground�
Of course, looking out from their magnificent city with its great walls and triple gates, the Laodiceans didn’t consider themselves to be poor.�
�
�
�
Curved section of wall�
But God sees things from a different angle. One of the worst things for us as Christians is when we think that we’re doing all right, because we think that we don’t need Jesus anymore.�
�
�
�
Tops of arches�
Another important industry in Laodicea was its woollen manufacturing. The Laodiceans had a special breed of black sheep which gave excellent wool. This was woven and made into clothes.�
�
�
�
Sheep and shepherd�
Today the Turks still have a woollen industry, but the sheep they use today tend to be this white breed. These are probably not quite as good as the Laodicean black sheep, but they do the same job. Anyway, with their good black sheep, the Laodiceans had plenty of locally produced clothes.�
�
�
�
Rev 3:17�
But look what Jesus says to them, “you do not realise that you are ... naked.” They say that clothes maketh the man, and its true to some extent. In nice clothes we can pretend to be what we’re not. But Jesus sees what we are like on the inside, and no clothes can stop Him seeing that.�
�
�
�
Arches and gate�
Anyway, let’s move on now and explore the last major building complex in Laodicea, the sports centre.�
�
�
�
Towards Denizli from theatre�
From the theatre we have travelled about half a mile south-west to get to the western gate, and we now have to travel south-east�
�
�
�
Map of Laodicea�
to find out just how much is left of the stadium and gymnasium. It is marked on the map, but that’s not a guarantee that there’s going to be anything there!�
�
�
�
Gymnasium in distance�
On the site of Laodicea you can see various mounds here and there and it’s tempting to try to walk straight towards them. But the grass on the site is really nasty stuff. It has sharp barbs on it which stick through your trousers and socks and get stuck in your shoes.�
�
�
�
Track to gymnasium�
So you have to keep to the paths. But pretty soon you find this track which leads to the gymnasium. This takes you a bit further than you would go in a straight line but it brings you out right next to the old stadium. This stadium is the largest in Asia Minor.�
�
�
�
Stadium down middle�
We get our modern sports stadiums from the old Greek design. Actually, the word stadium comes from a Greek unit of length, the “stadion” which was equivalent to 185 metres. The Romans adopted these stadiums and we find them in most large and wealthy cities.�
�
�
�
Stadium down side�
Although they look a bit like long theatres, they were always used for sports competition, such as running, javelin, discus etc.�
�
�
�
View across stadium�
Unlike stadiums today they were open at one end, with seats on only three sides. Next to the stadium (you can see it at the back of this picture) we find the gymnasium.�
�
�
�
Tourist on wall in gym�
This is in pretty good condition considering the number of earthquakes it has been through, though�
�
�
�
Falling rock in arch�
I wouldn’t be surprised to hear that it has had some restorations carried out on it in the past.�
�
�
�
Column through arch�
The presence of a stadium with a gymnasium next door tells us that the Laodiceans were very health and fitness conscious. Like today, we find that the more affluent a society becomes, the�
�
�
�
Stadium and buildings�
more leisure time they have and the more they get involved in sports and exercise. I can imagine that if we had been here two thousand years ago these buildings would have been swarming with people,�
�
�
�
Tourist holding falling stone�
exercising, running, weight lifting (as in this picture!), and perhaps practising various forms of combat like wrestling.�
�
�
�
Tourist in middle of gym�
The main hall of the gym would have been covered with a wooden roof, but like us they would have been able to see the snow capped mountains in the distance by looking out of the windows.�
�
�
�
Gym with mountain behind�
It wasn’t just exercise that the healthy and wealthy Laodiceans were interested in. Not to be outdone by the citizens of Hierapolis who had�
�
�
�
View through arch with falling stone�
their healing waters, the Laodiceans invented a healing medicine of their own. In fact this gymnasium may also have been used as a medical centre, with patients travelling�
�
�
�
Tourist by arch�
from all over the district to receive the special Laodicean medicine. And what was this special medicine?�
�
�
�
Eye ointment�
Well, we understand that it was a type of eye ointment, known as Phrygian eye powder. This particular tube of eye ointment has been imported all the way from England but the Laodiceans had a lot more of their special eye medicine.�
�
�
�
Rev 3:17�
Let’s look at Jesus’ message to the Laodiceans again. “You say that you don’t need anything ... but you don’t realise that you are ... blind.” What an insult to a city which was considered to be a centre of eye healing!�
�
�
�
Odeon�
From the ruins of the health and fitness centre we can see Laodicea’s Odeon. Remember that Odeon’s were smaller than theatres and generally covered.�
In the background�
�
�
Odeon closer�
But for a city which had two massive theatres and a sports complex, an Odeon was the ultimate status symbol. In the entertainment field, the Laodiceans certainly “had need of nothing.”�
�
�
�
Tourist on ruins of bath section�
At the other end of the gymnasium we find the remains of the ancient bath house. And it’s here that we put together the final pieces of the jigsaw of the message to the Laodiceans.�
�
�
�
View down wall towards bath section�
Like the baths in Hierapolis these baths would have had a frigidarium, a tepidarium and a cauldarium. But unlike the ones in Hierapolis the Laodicean baths didn’t have a free supply of hot underground water.�
�
�
�
Ruins of bath section�
So the heat for the cauldarium would have had to have come from burning wood in a special boiler. Another very significant problem was that the Laodiceans didn’t even have an adequate natural supply of water.�
�
�
�
Baths and water tower�
In Hierapolis they had hot water from underground, and cool fresh water channelled in off the mountain. In Colossae they had a nice fresh water spring, fed from the melting snows on the mountain behind.�
�
�
�
Water tower in middle�
But Laodicea was too far from the mountains to have its own spring. To solve the problem, the wealthy Laodiceans built a long aqueduct all the way from some springs, now in modern Denizli, to this water tower at the end of the baths. From here the water was distributed all over the city.�
�
�
�
Arch and back of water tower�
This is the back of the water tower. The aqueduct has now disintegrated but originally there would have been a long row of arches running about three miles to the south.�
�
�
�
Tourist on water tower�
If you climb up the water tower to try to see where the water used to come from, you get quite a surprise, because the whole structure is full of pipes.�
�
�
�
Water tower with exposed channels�
I suppose that’s not too surprising for a water tower, but looking from another angle you can see that the tower has so many pipes in it that it is like a honey comb. Why so many pipes?�
�
�
�
Piece of pipe�
Well, the piece of pipe which we saw earlier gives us a clue. You can see that it is badly furred up. And if we look at the pipes inside the tower�
�
�
�
Up into embedded pipes�
we can see that they are just as badly furred up. So the water which came to this tower was very rich in minerals, probably calcium bicarbonate.�
�
�
�
Laodicea: remains of water tower and gymnasium�
In other words, the same kind of water which is found in Hierapolis. So what was going on here? Well, it’s possible that the Laodiceans piped hot water here all the way from Hierapolis, but so far we have no evidence for that. The other alternative is that the spring waters of Denizli�
�
�
�
Up into embedded pipes�
came through the same kind of calcium rich rocks as the Hierapolis waters. In either case this was the result. All the pipes in the water tower got furred up.�
�
�
�
Up into embedded pipes�
Some of the pipes are completely blocked and it looks as if the Laodiceans dealt with this problem by sticking extra pipes on the outside of the tower every time the others got blocked. Thus the tower grew out sideways leaving a furred up mass behind.�
�
�
�
Down into pipes�
This view from the top shows some of the pipes which are still open. So what about the other part of the message to the Laodiceans?�
�
�
�
Rev 3:15,16�
“You are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one of the other! So because you are lukewarm - neither hot nor cold, I am about to spit you out of my mouth.”�
�
�
�
View down furred pipe�
Wherever the Laodicean water came from it was never going to be as hot as the Hierapolis water. Even if it was piped from Hierapolis it would have cooled off quite a bit by the time it arrived.�
�
�
�
Colossae�
Neither was the water going to be as cold as the fresh spring water of Colossae. By the time it had flowed to the water tower�
�
�
�
Remains of aqueduct?�
all the way along the aqueduct from the Denizli springs it would have warmed up in the sun and become tepid. So if there was one thing that the Laodiceans didn’t have quite right it was their�
�
�
�
Remains of water tower�
bath house. The tepidarium was OK but the water in the cauldarium wasn’t hot enough and the water in the frigidarium wasn’t cold enough. On top of that, the water was full of calcium bicarbonate and tasted foul.�
�
�
�
Modern water channel by road�
Of course the citizens of Laodicea were used to their water and probably didn’t notice it’s foul taste. I wonder if we can be like that as Christians today - so used to the way we do things that we don’t notice if they are wrong or right.�
�
�
�
Closer view of modern water channel�
The modern water systems around Laodicea today are similar in some respects to how they would have been in New Testament times. The aqueducts are concrete rather than stone but the water is still tepid, it looks pretty foul, and it is certainly not good enough to drink.�
�
�
�
Large water drain�
Summing up what we have said about Laodicea, we can see that Jesus used a number of illustrations�
�
�
�
Water going under bridge�
from their everyday lives to point out their spiritual weakness. They knew that their water wasn’t up to scratch, but they must have really�
�
�
�
Down on ruins�
sat up and taken note when they were criticised for the things they thought they were good at. They thought they were wealthy, but Jesus told them they were poor and should buy gold from him.�
�
�
�
Baths and water tower�
They thought they had good eye medicine and clothes, but Jesus told them that they were blind and naked and needed clothes and eye ointment from Him. The message of course was spiritual,�
�
�
�
Rev 1:12-16�
and it’s a message which applies to us today. As we have seen, the messages to the Seven Churches contained in the book of Revelation,�
�
�
�
Map showing Patmos�
were composed by God and written down by John on the island of Patmos, possibly when�
�
�
�
Tunnel (dungeon?)�
he was locked up in a prison or a dungeon. But the messages weren’t only written for the Seven Churches.�
�
�
�
Rev 1:1-16�
The evidence tells us that this prophetic book contains messages for all Christians in every age of the Christian Church.�
�
�
�
Map: The Route of the Apocalypse�
Specifically, the Seven Churches represent the seven eras of the Christian Church, ending with Laodicea, which represents our time today.�
�
�
�
Ruins at Laodicea�
So what we have read about the Christians in Laodicea applies to the Church today. We need to examine our spiritual condition just as they did. Is the Christian Church OK, or have we, like the Laodiceans, got used to things being the way they are without testing our beliefs against the Bible? Would Jesus be happy with the way you practice your Christian faith or are you still hanging on to certain practices just because you are used to them? (Mention the Sabbath, baptism, state of the dead etc.) If you feel that Jesus would like you to change your way of life tonight then please come and see me or one of my assistants afterwards. �
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Watch�
One other thing, if we are living in the last era of the Christian church, how long is it going to last? The era of Ephesus only lasted about 70 years. We’ve had 150 years of Laodicea�
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Broken watch�
so how much longer until time itself comes to an end. Well, that’s something that we all need to think about and pray about.�
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Tourist on gate at Laodicea�
But for now it’s the end of the programme and the end of the series. I’d like to say a big thank you to those who have helped in the running of these lectures: to my assistants who have helped me here, to the Seventh-day Adventist Church at ........... for sponsoring the lectures, and to my (friends, colleagues, associates etc.) John and Robert Surridge for providing most of the slides.�















Please turn the page ...�
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Logo�
Most of all I’d like to thank all of you for coming. It has been a pleasure getting to know you and I look forward to seeing you at (state time and place of the follow up meeting). Let’s close with a prayer. (Modify the following prayer to suit your situation). “Our Father in heaven, we thank you for the truths which you have revealed to us through this series of programmes. We thank you for your word and the way it explains our past, present, and future so clearly. May we learn from it and change our lives in such a way as to live fully in harmony with your will. Bless those who have heard your word, perhaps for the first time, through these lectures and have decided to commit their lives fully to you. Bless those who may be struggling with that decision even now. Open their eyes that they may see clearly what you want them to do, we ask in Jesus’ name, Amen.”�
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