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	#
	Description
	Script
	Notes

	1
	Blank
	
	

	2
	Title: "David - Patron Saint of Wales"
	Good evening ladies and gentlemen and welcome to our special programme celebrating the life and legacy of Saint David, patron saint of Wales.
	

	3
	Map of British Isles
	In our programme tonight we'll be taking you to the beautiful country of Wales, a land whose history is shrouded in myth and legend but also a land of deep spirituality and a rich Christian heritage.
	

	4
	Welsh flag
	Every year throughout Wales, on the first of March, St Davids Day is celebrated.
	

	5
	St David's shopping centre in Swansea
	This shopping centre in Swansea has been named after the Patron Saint and around here on the first of March you will see
	

	6
	Little girl walking towards taxi
	literally hundreds of little girls dressed up like this, in traditional Welsh costumes.
	

	7
	Two women and girl in pram
	Although there is also traditional dress for boys it is not nearly as common, or as cute, as the outfits that the little girls wear.
	

	8
	Girl in pram
	The first of March was the day on which Saint David died, probably in the year AD 589 and according to the
	

	9
	Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church
	Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church this was made an official feast day by the Archbishop of Canterbury, Thomas Arundel, in 1398, over 800 years after David’s death.
	Animation

Age at death 147 Life ch. 58.

	10
	Cliffs with Carn Llidi behind
	But what do we know about David? Where did he come from and what was west Wales like when he made his home here back in the fifth or sixth century AD? Before we answer these questions I want to go back a bit further, back before the time of Christ, when Wales was a pagan land.
	

	11
	Map of Wales
	We'll take a short walk around the headland just above St Davids where the rocks and the wildlife probably haven't changed a great deal in the last few thousand years.
	

	12
	On Carn Llidi looking towards top
	The highest hill in the area is Carn Llidi and if we climb up here and look southwest we can see the whole area mapped out below us.
	

	13
	Zoomed view of beach
	This is Whitesands bay, the best surfing beach in the area
	

	14
	View over beach to Ramsey Island
	and if we look beyond the beach we can see Ramsey Island in the distance.
	

	15
	View north-east up coast
	If we look right round to the northeast we can see Cardigan Bay with the coast curving away towards Aberystwyth in the distance.
	

	16
	View out along St Davids Head
	But for now we want to head west out towards St Davids Head.
	

	17
	Boy sitting on stone sign
	This land is owned by the National Trust which is a good thing
	DH

	18
	Stone sign close up
	because it means that the paths are pretty well maintained.
	

	19
	Coast path - down to sea
	You wouldn't want to lose your footing on these paths!
	

	20
	Steps going down, leading to St Davids Head
	These steps were installed as an anti-erosion measure a few years ago by some United Nations Youth Volunteers working with the National Park.
	

	21
	View of Ramsey Island from coast path
	As we walk along the path we get a better view of Ramsey Island and the Bishops and Clerks rocks in the distance.
	

	22
	Tilted stone slab in distance
	Towards the top of the hill as we continue to head west we see this strange slab of stone.
	DH no. 6.

	23
	Tilted stone slab, silhouette of man
	This is known locally as "Coetan Arthur" or Arthur's stone, but in fact it is much older than King Arthur.
	

	24
	Tilted stone slab (close)
	In fact this stone was originally part of a Stone Age burial chamber, or barrow, and is over 4000 years old. 
	

	25
	Two boys sitting on stone slab
	The slab on top once covered the entrance and the whole thing would have been buried under a mound of earth.
	

	26
	St Davids Head
	Now, as we move closer to the end of St Davids Head we begin to see signs of later human habitation. This line of stones is what remains of the "Warrior's Dyke".
	Two animations

	27
	Path out to St Davids Head
	On the far side of this dyke was an Iron Age village and if you
	

	28
	Man in yellow shirt walking past rocks
	cross the dyke, or walk through it on the path, you can see the remains of those early Iron Age huts.
	

	29
	Rock circle - base of early dwelling
	Today they are just crude circles of stone on the ground, but if you look at them from above
	

	30
	Rock circles from above
	you can see that they were in fact quite large. With the dyke protecting them from any enemies approaching from the mainland they would have been fairly comfortable and safe.
	Two animations

	31
	Seagull with peninsula behind
	Christianity probably came to these lands in the second or maybe even the first century AD, we can't say for sure. We do know that from those early Christian seeds the Celtic Church grew and flourished over the next few hundred years, helped by some of the most famous Celtic missionaries.
	

	32
	Title page of Rhigyfarch's Life of St David
	And it is here that we have to say something about literature, because virtually the only written information we have on St David and his fellow Celtic missionaries comes from just one source, the Latin "Vita Dauidis", or the "Life of St David". This was written by a man called Rhigyfarch in a place called Llanbadarn Fawr, near Aberystwyth, around the year 1095.
	See David p. 9.

Life - Introduction

	33
	Introduction page of Life of St David
	Rhigyfarch was one of the sons of Bishop Sulien, who was Bishop of St Davids from about 1072 to 1085, and sadly his original manuscript has now been lost, as has the first copy which was made from it. However we do have several manuscripts which were copies of that first copy, some of which date back to the mid 11 hundreds.
	CL p. 4.

See pull out chart in middle of Life.

Life - Introduction

	34
	Chart of sources
	For the purposes of our story tonight we are using two English translations of Rhigyfarch's Latin biography, one by A W Wade-Evans and one by J W James. Wade-Evans is good for giving lots of supplementary notes and comments, while James is good on identifying the various original manuscript sources.
	Wade-Evans - 1923 version

J W James version - 1967 version



	35
	Girl walking behind pram
	You might think that this is rather shaky evidence for the saint who dominates the spiritual life of Wales and it is true that there is a gap of well over five hundred years between David's life and the first written evidence about him that is still preserved.
	

	36
	London Sinaiticus and Alexandrinus
	If you compare this with the written evidence that exists for the New Testament for example you will soon find out that the Life of St David is not really in the same league. These unique documents include complete copies of the New Testament, and are dated to the fourth century, just three hundred years after the death of the last apostles. So in literary terms the New Testament is far more reliable than Rhigyfarch's Life of St David. Since 1997 the Sinaiticus and Alexandrinus have been housed in the British Library's beautiful new home in St Pancreas, London,
	

	37
	British Museum
	but before this they used to live in the British Museum, where this picture was taken. Just to give you an idea of the value placed on the Sinaiticus, in 1933 the Trustees of the British Museum bought it from the Soviet Government for £100,000!
	Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church

	38
	Little girl looking at camera
	There is another problem as well. We may think of the Celtic Church as existing in an age of simplicity and purity but in fact both David and, 500 years later his biographer, Rhigyfarch, lived in times of major change in the Christian Church. David lived during the height of the Celtic Church when Celtic Christianity was virtually the only form of Christianity in the British Isles. 
	Synod of Whitby in 664 agreed date of Easter, though other Celtic differences continued for some time.

	39
	Coast by St Davids
	Partly because Britain is an island and partly because it was at the very edge of the Roman empire, Celtic Christianity developed its own theology and organisation, independently of the official Catholic Church in Rome.
	First mission of Augustine c. 596/7. Specific call to return to Rome 603.

	40
	Daffodils (close)
	When the Saxons invaded in the fifth century and destroyed the power of many of the Celtic Christian centres in England, Christians in the remoter parts, such as Wales, Cornwall, and Ireland, became even more isolated from Rome. Many believe that this isolation from the "mother church" led to a purer, more authentic form of Christianity being practiced in the British Isles. 
	It was not until a 100 years or so after David's death that the Celtic Church began to come into line with the Catholic Church.

	41
	Daffodils by path
	Others dispute this and say that the Celtic Church absorbed some aspects of the pagan Celtic religions which existed here long before Christianity. Whatever the case it is likely that around the time of David's death in AD 589 the Celtic Church was beginning to come under pressure to conform to the power of the Roman Church.
	

	42
	Opening page of Life of St David
	Now let's jump 500 years and look at Rhigyfarch. The Oxford dictionary of the Christian Church suggests that Rhigyfarch wrote his "Life of St David" for political reasons. It seems that there was still a strong Celtic influence in the remoter western parts of Britain, and Rhigyfarch wanted West Wales to be independent from Canterbury.
	

	43
	Open daffodils (close)
	These two facts, David resisting the official Roman Church in the late 500s, and Rhigyfarch also wanting independence from the official Church, have probably affected the accuracy of the book.
	

	44
	Dragon on a shield
	So in some cases we have to accept that we may be dealing more with legends than with facts. However most legends have at least some basis in fact, and we must remember that these are powerful legends, powerful enough to shape the political and religious history of a whole country for fourteen hundred years.
	

	45
	Sign and gate
	With all this in mind we'll get on with the story. Although Rhigyfarch's book is a biography of David, quite early on it also mentions St Patrick, patron Saint of Ireland. Apparently Patrick came to the area now known as St Davids, thirty years before David was born.
	

	46
	Man in green shirt holding gate open
	Patrick wanted to set up a religious centre here but was told by an angel, "Not to you has God assigned this place, but to a son who is not yet born, and will not be born until thirty years have passed." Naturally Patrick was very disappointed and felt that perhaps his work was all a waste of time. However he received another message from the angel who told him, "The Lord has appointed you the chief one in the island of Ireland."
	Life ch. 3.

Two text animations

	47
	Man scraping moss off stone monument. Boy behind.
	This slab marks the site of St Patrick's chapel which was apparently used from the sixth to the tenth centuries and was actually excavated in 1921. This chapel was said to mark the spot from which St Patrick set sail for Ireland, back in the early fifth century, and here sailors would have said prayers for a safe passage before embarking on their journeys to Ireland, England, or France.
	DH no. 2.

	48
	Close view of stone monument
	Sadly, although this commemorative slab is within a few yards of the popular Whitesands beach, it is almost completely hidden from view and the writing on it is almost illegible.
	

	49
	Ordnance Survey map - pink
	However, our story is about David so let's pick up the trail again and find out about his birth and his life.
	

	50
	Sign for St Davids
	Coming back from the peninsula known as St Davids Head we come into St Davids itself.
	

	51
	Stret in St Davids
	St Davids is quite a holiday centre and attracts people for many different reasons: the unspoilt scenery, the good surfing beaches, the unique wildlife, but perhaps most importantly for its history and atmosphere.
	

	52
	St Davids Square with cross
	This cross in the centre of St Davids dates from the 14th century and is probably a market cross, marking the place where local fish, fruit and vegetables would have been sold.
	PC no. 1.

	53
	St Davids square with old people sitting by wall
	Even today it is a natural focal point and is usually the place where people meet up for guided tours or hiking excursions.
	

	54
	St Davids square with top of Cathedral in background
	Because St Davids has a Cathedral it has always been regarded as a city - the smallest city in the United Kingdom in fact. However this only became official on the 1st of June 1995 when the Queen came in person to the Cathedral and presented the "Letters Patent" which conferred true city status on St Davids.
	CL p. 2.

	55
	St Davids Cathedral behind crumbling wall
	We'll be looking at the Cathedral in more detail in the second part of our programme, but its size alone is an indicator of how important and influential St David has been in this part of the world.
	

	56
	Sign to St Non's Chapel and Well
	According to legend and early genealogies David was descended from the Welsh Royal family. His father's name was Sant, son of Ceredig, prince of the country of Ceredigion, and his mother's name was Non, a niece of King Arthur himself. David's birth was prophesied by St Patrick, and also by Merlin, Arthur's magician, who said that his presence would strike dumb a local preacher. This event is referred to in Rhigyfarch's "Life of St David".
	Cath p. 4.

David p. 9.

Life ch. 5.

	57
	View of coast and new St Non's Chapel in distance
	He tells the story of how the pregnant Non entered a church where a man was preaching. As soon as she entered the man could no longer speak. He ordered everyone to leave but Non hid and he remained dumb. Eventually she was found, and only after she had been removed could the man continue his preaching.
	

	58
	Distant view of ruins of old St Non's Chapel
	"It was clearly evident to all," says Rhigyfarch, that "the child which she was about to bring into the world was one who, in virtue of the privilege of his dignity, the splendour of his wisdom, and the eloquence of his preaching, would exceed all the teachers of Britain." Tradition has it that Non gave birth to David on the spot on the cliffs marked by the ruins of St Non's chapel, which we can see here at the top left of the screen. 
	Life ch. 5.

Description of Non's chapel - see David p. 14.



	59
	View down to rocky cove below St Non's chapel
	In Rhigyfarch's "Life of St David", we see many parallels between David's life and Christ's life. Some of these seem a bit far-fetched and may have been added by later writers who wanted to emphasise David's importance, but they are interesting nevertheless. For example David once turned water into wine (ch. 33), he raised a child to life (ch. 51), a snow-white dove once settled on his shoulder (ch. 52), and his horse at least, was able to walk on water (ch. 39, 40). We also see these parables in David's conception and birth. Non was a virgin until the time of David's conception (ch. 4) and soon after David's birth the local ruler made an attempt to kill him after hearing of his birth from magicians (ch. 6).
	

	60
	Close view of old St Non's chapel with child crawling through gate
	However when the time came for the child to be born there was a terrible storm, so bad that no one could go out of doors. Rhigyfarch also writes that the "Mother in her travail had near her a certain stone, on which she leaned with her hands when hard pressed by her pains; whereby the marks of her hands, as though impressed on wax, have identified that stone for those who have gazed upon it."
	Life ch. 6.

	61
	Old St Non's Chapel sign
	"On that spot," says Rhigyfarch, "a church has been built, in the foundations of which this stone lies concealed." 
	Life ch. 6.

	62
	Ruins of old St Non's chapel
	The site of the old chapel was originally surrounded by a circle of standing stones, or "dolmens" as they are known. This is not complete but it dates back to the bronze age and indicates that this was a holy site long before Non gave birth to David. In the pre-Christian world there was a legend that if standing stones were disturbed there would also be a disturbance of the elements, thunder, lightening and rain. 
	David p. 14.

	63
	Boy standing by stone in old St Non's chapel
	This stone, with a simple cross inscribed on it, dates from somewhere between the seventh and ninth centuries and was once built into the wall of the old chapel. We can imagine how it must once have been a focal point for worship, an item to be touched by pilgrims as they offered their prayers and as they remembered that stormy night when Non gave birth to David. Incidentally, St Non's day is one day after St David's day, on the 2nd of March.
	David p. 14.

	64
	New St Non's Chapel and building beyond
	A replica of St Non's chapel has been built a couple of hundred yards from the old ruined chapel. You can see it here in front of a Christian retreat centre. We'll be going to the new chapel in a minute, but on the way we come to an interesting well. 
	David p. 16.

	65
	Children standing by arched cover to St Non's well
	Water played a big part in David's life. Actually anyone who has lived in West Wales knows that water plays a big part in the life of West Wales! With the prevailing westerlies coming in over the Atlantic unhindered, it's not surprising that the area gets a lot of rain. But apparently waters sprang from the ground here when David was born, and they have been flowing ever since.
	

	66
	White statue in arched stone wall overlooking St Non's well
	People have visited this well, now watched over by a statue of Jesus' mother Mary, for hundreds of years. Before the Protestant Reformation its water was taken to the Cathedral to be blessed and used as holy water.
	

	67
	Children and flowers by St Non's well
	Babies used to be brought here to be dipped in the water in order to receive a blessing, a tradition that can be traced back to Greek and Roman times, when Naiads or Water Nymphs were thought to inhabit running water.
	

	68
	Sign (close)
	Even today the waters here are said to have healing properties, particularly for rheumatism and eye diseases,
	".. It's waters are reputed to cure infirmities."

	69
	Man scooping water from St Non's well
	though the man in this picture can testify that the waters offer no solution to the problems of premature hair loss!
	

	70
	Side of chapel and sea beyond
	We'll now head on to the modern chapel of St Non and have a look inside to see what more we can learn about David's birth.
	

	71
	St Non's chapel with blue sky
	This relatively modern chapel was constructed in 1934 using the same basic design as the original and also some of the original materials.
	David p. 16.

	72
	Tourists entering St Non's Chapel
	Even in the height of the summer it is rarely crowded and those tourists who do find their way here find a place of tranquillity and often much needed shelter from the weather outside. Just inside the door, on the left hand side, there is a medieval stoup.
	

	73
	Inside chapel, looking out through door. Guest book, stoup, and chair visible
	A stoup is a basin, usually placed near the entrance of a church, containing holy water with which the faithful may sprinkle themselves. This tradition doesn't go back as far as Celtic Christian times but it was common in Norman times. This particular stoup has an interesting history. It came originally from a chapel called "Capel y Gwrhyd" or "Chapel of the Fathom". Gwr hyd means literally the length of a man, or six feet, and was said to have been the span of David's outstretched arms, a measurement marked in some way in the chapel itself. The original chapel is just a few stones in the corner of a field a mile north-east of St Davids, but the stoup was preserved and brought here to St Non's chapel.
	Oxford Dictionary of Christian Church.

David p. 18.

	74
	View to front of St Non's Chapel
	As you look towards the front of the chapel the first thing that catches your eye is a white statue of Mary and Jesus.
	

	75
	White statue at front of St Non's chapel
	This is a copy of another statue in the Church of Notre Dame in Paris, and when we look from the statue to the stained glass window behind 
	

	76
	White statue and stained glass behind
	we see an obvious parallel between Mary and Jesus, and Non and David.
	

	77
	Stained glass - St Non in blue cloak
	This beautiful window is a 20th century William Morris School design and shows St Non wearing a blue cloak and her head surrounded by a halo.
	David p. 16

	78
	Bottom of stained glass window
	In the panel below we see a representation of Non taking the young David on a trip to Brittany.
	

	79
	Closer view of bottom panel glass - Non and St David arriving in Brittany
	In David's time Brittany and West Wales were on the same sea route and there was a flourishing trade between Brittany, Cornwall and Wales. It is fairly certain that Non and David did visit Brittany as is evident from chapels and place names there.
	David p. 16.

	80
	Map of Devon
	They also visited Cornwall with place names such as Altarnun and Davidstowe reflecting their presence and the influence they had there.
	Two animations

	81
	Stained glass - St David in red cloak
	In later life David travelled much more widely. According to Rhigyfarch he established twelve monasteries
	Life ch. 13.

	82
	Glastonbury
	including this one in Glastonbury. Glastonbury was established as a religious centre well before David came of course,
	

	83
	Glastonbury (map)
	but he certainly had a major influence on the place.
	

	84
	Stained glass - St David in red cloak - closer view
	This picture, again by the William Morris school, is a stylised portrayal of David, indicating his position as Bishop along with a reference to an occasion when a dove settled on his shoulder, symbolising his ordination by the Holy Spirit.
	

	85
	Information board inside St Non's chapel.
	In fact his later life was marked by simplicity and austerity, and these characteristics are generally reflected well in the chapel
	

	86
	View of front of St Non's chapel
	with its rugged original materials and basic furnishings.
	

	87
	Altar - made of stone from original chapel
	The altar is made up of broken fragments salvaged from the ruins of the original chapel - we can still make out the arches of the windows.
	

	88
	"David's Baptism Porthclais" with picture of Porthclais sign
	Travelling just a few hundred yards further west along the coast from St Non's chapel we come to the place of David's baptism, Porthclais. According to Rhigyfarch's biography David was brought here soon after his birth to be baptised by St Elvis.
	David p. 10.

	89
	Porthclais harbour, looking towards harbour wall
	Elvis was probably an older cousin of David's and was also bishop of Munster in Ireland. How he baptised David is not entirely clear. Celtic Christians would still have been practicing baptism by immersion at this time. In Rhigyfarch's text we read that Elvis was assisted by a blind monk called Movi who "held him under the water". 
	Life ch. 7.

Text animation

	90
	Porthclais harbour, looking from wall back up stream
	Whether this means that he held him submerged or just held him under a stream of flowing water we don't know. In any case the infant David didn't seem to like it because he splashed the water about and some of it went in Movi's eye. Happily though this cured Movi's blindness. 
	PC (end)

	91
	Porthclais harbour at low tide - rubber boat in foreground
	Porthclais is a pretty little harbour, where the river Alun enters the sea after flowing right past the Cathedral. The river has a good stock of trout and eels and if you are lucky, when it is getting dark, you may even see an otter here. This wouldn't have been the main harbour in David's time as they probably would have used the wider and safer Porth Mawr, or Whitesands bay, which is now a popular surfing beach.
	David p. 10.

PC no 5.

	92
	Looking down on two orange boats outside Porthclais harbour wall
	The harbour wall at Porthclais has been in existence since at least the early seventeen hundreds and for the last several hundred years goods such as timber from Ireland, and corn, malt and wool from other parts of Wales or England, have been landed here.
	

	93
	Lime kilns
	At the top of the harbour these lime kilns have been reconstructed. In these kilns limestone was burnt with coal and the resulting lime was used by farmers to help to neutralise the naturally acidic soil of their fields.
	

	94
	Two divers with rocks in foreground
	These days the harbour is used almost exclusively for leisure purposes. It is an excellent base for fishing and particularly for scuba diving as the fierce currents just offshore have led to many shipwrecks.
	

	95
	Orange diving boat with female diver about to climb in
	Exactly where David's baptism took place we can't be sure, but Rhigyfarch's biography says that when he was baptised "there suddenly appeared a spring of very clear water, bursting forth to serve for the ministration of baptism."
	Life ch. 7.

	96
	Porthclais harbour and two divers - lime kilns in distance.
	Hundreds of years ago, somewhere in the greenery behind the lime kilns there used to be a chapel called the "Chapel of the Water Spout" which was built near a spring called "Fynnon Dewi" or David's spring. 
	David p. 17.

Text animation

	97
	Refreshment stall by Porthclais car park
	This chapel was described in a book back in 1715 and its last remains could be up here somewhere, on the slopes to the right of this refreshment stall, which now stands on the corner of the car park. The spring itself was last sighted back in the 1950s when it had a stone cover and channel. Perhaps it will be found again some day.
	

	98
	Boats at rest in Porthclais harbour. Foreground boat is "Lady Barbara"
	David's upbringing seems to have included a good education. He was educated at a place called Vestus Rubus and probably at some of the other centres of learning in west and mid-Wales. His education and upbringing, they certainly stood him in good stead for his missionary life of ministry.
	Life ch. 8.

	99
	Daffodils in between trees
	After the break we'll be looking at David's adult life and work and we'll also look at the way his small church and community grew and flourished for centuries after his death.
	

	100
	"End of Part One"
	
	

	101
	Blank
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